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Thunderbird Sailing Club  January 1, 2017 Norman, Oklahoma 

A Happy “Sailing” New Year! 

   Welcome to the New Year!  The sailing 

year goes so fast that planning meetings 

are already pending for January.  Any 

TSC member is always welcome to attend 

the officer board meetings.  The officers 

constitute the TSC Executive Committee 

(the Board).  There are standing commit-

tees which are a good way for members to 

be more involved in selected activities.  

The most active standing committees are 

the Race Committee and the Lake Thun-

derbird BoatHouse Management Committee (the BoatHouse).  The Race 

Committee plans and carries out races, regattas, and activities on the water.  

The BoatHouse committee oversees the maintenance and security of the 

site, plans the summer sailing classes, and manages the assets in liaison with 

the LTEF.  The Vice-Commodore is responsible for meeting programs and 

public relations.  Ideas are always welcome to expand community interest in 

sailing.  The Rear-Commodore oversees social activities and plans for food 

and refreshments at meetings and events.  That’s a really big job at some 

events and pitching in is always appreciated.   Special thanks to Les Cum-

mings for putting out the January issue of the Main Sheet.    We’re still in 

need of an editor.   I look forward to working with a terrific group of offic-

ers to create fun and fellowship in our sailing community.  

        Mary Anne 

Greetings Thunder Sailors, 

 

What a great year for TSC.  My goal was to increase the 

club’s sailing activities, and I think we achieved that 

mark.  We held 3 regattas, Weekly Commodore Cup Races, 

Sailing youth camps, OU student sailing opportunities, and a 

growing crew of Sea Scouts.   Thank you for the opportunity 

to serve as your Commodore.   And a great big Thank You to 

everyone who donated their time, skill, hard work and devoted efforts into mak-

ing 2016 a wonderful year for our Thunderbird Sailing Club/ 

         Keith 
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Plunge Into the New Year - January 1st 

On January 1st, we will host a sailing day on the first day of the New Year and host the OKC - Norman Triath-

lon Club’s annual Polar Bear Plunge. The BoatHouse will be open starting at Noon. The Plungers will change, 

prep, gather their courage and jump into the water and swim around, between Noon and 1 p.m. This is of 

course a challenge to the sailors who might find the 30 - 40 degree weather a bit cold for sailing to buck up 

and get on out for our first sail of the New Year. Sailing will begin around 1 p.m. We will host our annual Black

-Eyed Pea luncheon potluck. Bring cornbread, salad, a black-eyed pea dish or a dessert  to share. The Boat-

House will be open until 3 p.m. or so, following our events and clean-up. All are welcome.  

Happy New Year! 

From Jim Chapman, Rear Commodore 

Happy New Year all!!  Judy and I enter 2017 with injuries and some adversity but we 

resolve to play through them and have the best year ever. Hope you will do the 

same.  Looking forward to the coming year activities in our Sailing Club. Jim Chapman, 

Rear Commodore 



 

 

TSC Christmas Party Awards 

Awards for the year are: 

 

Most improved sailor:  Eddie Lao 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Spinnaker and Sportsmanship:  Jim Waller 

 

 

 

 

SNAFU:  The entire San Juan Fleet 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer of the year:  James Anderson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spinnaker Fleet:  Keith Campbell 

Best Crew:   Gavin Campbell 



 

 

David Craigie 
TSC LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

Presentation by:  Jim Eller 
 

David Craigie has served at the Treasure of the Thunderbird Sailing Club and Membership Secretary for 
the last 14 years.  David has been a dedicated and caring member of TSC for the last 20 years.  He has, often 
quietly and behind the scenes, made an enormous contribution to the Club, not just as treasurer, but as one of 
the “Go To” members. He is always welcoming new comers and showing up at virtually every TSC event of-
fered, as long as he is not in the North Channel with his other sailing club, the Trailer Sailor Association, where 
is as valued a member there as he is here.  All of David’s devotion to sailing and our to the Thunderbird Sailing 
Club would not have been possible had it not been for his supportive and equally devoted first mate and wife of 
fifty years, Joyce Craigie.  When David has had to come early for Board meetings or to help with setting up for 
an event, Joyce is right there decorating, working in the kitchen, cleaning the dishes, or cheerfully chatting with 
both new and longtime members.  

 
 Tonight the LTEF, the BoatHouse Committee and the Thunderbird Sailing Club recognizes Da-

vid Craigie for his many years of distinguished service to our Club and to the sailing community.  Keeping the 
books, making a budget, accounting and taking registrations during regattas is but tip of the proverbial iceberg 
of the contributions David has made over the years.  Most of the trophies offered at our regattas have been cus-
tom made by David.  I believe he already has a set made for our next year’s Hiram regatta.  Month after month 
he has spent hours working on our financial records, but harder than all of this is the constant need to call less 
active members and encourage them to remain contributors.  Key to David’s leadership has been his mentoring 
of new members.  He tends to take new members under his wing and show them how to sail, how to maintain 
their boat, or how to be a good member of our Club.  David has helped demonstrate so capably the value of 
boat partnerships, which makes owning a boat and participating much more affordable.  His wish and hope is 
that more members would follow this model and own a part of a boat and become more active sailors.    

 
 Over our long history of the Thunderbird Sailing Club we have recognized only five life mem-

bers:  Dick Powell, Howard Haines, Les Cummings, Roger Elliott, and Chad Cox.   
 
 It is now my pleasure to welcome the 6th recipient of the Thunderbird Sailing Club’s life-

membership award, please stand and recognize our good friend David Craigie.  I now ask that the other Life 
Members present come forward and present to David the beautiful symbol of this award designed by Les Cum-
mings and made by Kerry Knowles. 

 
 



 

 

Les Cummings 

 Awarded 2016 Uncle Donnie Award! 

  This 21st annual Uncle Donnie award is in memory of Capt. Donnie Cummings who along with his wife 

JoAnne were hosts during the TSC's memorable Chesapeake Bay cruise in 1995.  Uncle Donnie and JoAnne were 

most hospitable to our membership during the trip to Tilghman Island and the day spent on his crabbing boat, 

“Megan's Tuition," will long be remembered. 

  The year 2000 saw the passing of Uncle Donnie, along with his wonderful sense of humor and his desire 

to help his fellow man.  These traits were all duly noted, along with the TSC's annual Uncle Donnie Award, in his 

eulogy.  Several hundred people were in attendance at his funeral service, which spoke volumes about Donnie 

and his wife JoAnne.   

  This year, the award once again goes to a TSC member who epitomizes Uncle Donnie’s service to the club 

and to the community.  The winner has been actively involved since joining the club some 30 years ago.   He is a 

Past-commodore, Mainsheet editor for many years, and was instrumental in forming the Lake Thunderbird Edu-

cational Foundation and raised the funds to build the BoatHouse.  Since that time he has served for many years 

as the Executive Director of the LTEF and taught the June Kids Sailing Camp for 15 years.  He has also served as 

PRO for many regattas as well as being a highly competitive sailor in his own right.  Over the past two years he 

has helped to raise funds to repair the BH flood damage, designed and oversaw the construction of the flag pole 

and seating patio area and the construction of the concrete boat ramp.  He is also the grants coordinator for the 

Edmond Elks Lodge and Sec/Treas. of their Past Exalted Rulers Association.  This past year the Edmond Lodge 

raised more money in grants than all but one Elks Lodge in the state of Oklahoma. 

  Before announcing this year’s winner I think it’s appropriate to read the Uncle Donnie former winners, 

they are:  '95 Mark Wilson, '96 Frank Lawler, '97 Roger Elliott, '98 Dave and Joyce Craigie, '99 Paul Reynolds, 2000 

Cheri Elliott and Barbara Cummings, '01 Chad and Pat Cox, '02 Phil Moershel, ‘03 Howard Haines, ’04 Vesta Get-

tys, ‘05 Karen Mellgren and Kerry Knowles, ‘06 David and Rita Hendricks, ‘07 Jim and Bea Waller, ‘08 Ed and Do-

ris Shoemaker, ’09 Jerry Lojka, ‘10 Marilyn Friend ‘11 Karen Thurston, ‘12 Matt Maupin, ‘13 Rick Shaw, ‘14 Sam 

and Sheryl Tiffany and ’15 Jim Eller. 

  I am now honored to present the 2016 Uncle Donnie award to another terrific TSC volunteer.  Please join 

with me in congratulating Les Cummings.  Presented by Roger Elliott, Past Commodore, 12/10/2016 at the Lake 

Thunderbird BoatHouse 

 

 

 



 

 

Greetings Thunder Sailors, 
  January 2017 

I am writing this letter a few days before our 
usual and customary New Years Day Sail, an 
event I always look forward too.  So far so 
good as the weather looks to be extraordi-
nary for the occasion.  I do hope that you 
will have time to make it out and join in the 
reverie and start the year off right with a sail, 
some idle sailorly chit chat and a sail.  Re-
member, you need not be a boat owner to 
participate.  Just a want to, to start the year 
off with a sail. See You there.  

 

So as I depart as treasurer I want to Thank 
everyone for all your support.  Please sup-
port your new Treasurer Fredrica Cottrell as 
you have done for me.  It has been fun.   

 

Renewals are due: 

If you have not done so, could you kindly return your renewal.  With a new treasurer 
coming on board, it will ease the burdon of changing hands.  Thanks 

 

Delinquent TSC Membership Renewals: 

It is never too late to renew your membership.  Sadly, I still have several members who 
have not renewed their memberships for the current year.  This makes it difficult to keep 
our budget goals, and it makes my volunteer job harder having to personally remind you.  
If you have not taken care of the current years renewal, Please do so now.  We really 
need you and we desperately need your financial support.  Please. 

 

  

“Splice      Method of joining two ropes by weaving together the individual strands of 
which they are composed with resulting connection stronger than any knot. Splicing is 
something of an art and takes awhile to master. You can work on perfecting your tech-
nique at home by practicing knitting a pair of socks or a stocking cap out of a pound or 
so of well-cooked noodles. “ 

Thank you for all your support J  

 

See you on the water, David 

Some Assistance Found, Some Still Needed 
From your 2016 Treasurer and Membership Secretary, David Craigie 

Thunderbird Sailing 
Club membership is a 
bargain! Be sure to 
renew yours early. 
 

Regular Members 
$99 per year 
 
Associate Members 
$50 per year 
 
Student Members 
$25 per year 

Membership 
Information 

 
If any of your membership 
information has changed, 
please contact: 
 
David Craigie 
9100 Pine Creek Dr. 
Midwest City, OK 73130 
(405) 613-7774 
Incipient@msn.com 



 

 

 

 

 

Talk Summary 

 

This talk will begin with a very brief history of the lake, followed by the “legal 
status” of the Sailing Club in terms of your access to the lake. I will formally 
introduce you to the Central Oklahoma Master Conservancy District (COMCD) 
and explain our role. I will discuss water rights, title to the lake, dam, and land 
immediately adjacent to the lake, and the possibility of changing ownership of 
the lake.   

 

Currently, there are two critical issues with the lake:  water quantity and water quality.  I will quickly summa-
rize these and what COMCD is doing about each, ending with a question and answer period.   

 

Brief Bio 

 

Roger Frech retired in 2010 from the Department of Chemistry at OU as a David Ross Boyd Emeritus Profes-
sor. During his 40 year tenure at the university, he supervised the research of 26 Ph. D. students.  He currently 
serves as the board president of COMCD, which manages Lake Thunderbird, the dam, the land adjacent to the 
lake and the water conveyance systems.  He also served on the committee that developed Norman’s Strategic 
Water Supply Plan. 

 

TSC January Meeting  

Saturday January 21, 2017 

6:00PM 



 

 



 

 

Sea Scout Ship 
2016 Bridge of Honor 

Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse 

Sea Scout Ship 5790 Bridge of Honor Ceremony at the Boathouse in Decem-

ber.  This included the awarding of the Apprentice rank to four Sea Scouts."  

Congratulations to the Scouts, Skipper Rick and the Adult Leaders 

Happy New Year 

From Sea Scout Ship #5790 



 

 

Please send all official schedule changes to TSC Vice Commodore Jim Eller at 

BoatHouse Schedule 

 

The updated schedule will be published after the 

BoatHouse Management meeting in January. 

Note below: 

January 7 meetings 

BoatHouse Management Committee:  2PM 

 Insurance for the  fleets 
 Teaching fleet management 
 sail 
 power 
 class schedules 
 boat house schedule 
 class staffing and support 
 boatyard equipment storage 
 boathouse budget and partner shares 
 boat yard and boat house access for the Triathlon 

 

TSC Board Meeting following BH Management: 4PM 

Mary Anne will send out an agenda mid-week, please send her any items you may want to include on the 

agenda.  All members of the TSC are welcome to attend. 

 

Tentative agenda includes: 

For more information call Phil Moershel @2081532 

Thank you Paul and Sandra Carter for your excellent 

work on the Mainsheet in 2016.  The Mainsheet publica-

tion had never looked so good!!!   



 

 

A few Christmas Party Photos 



 

 

Phil Moershel brought this to our attention...it’s an amaz-

ing little boat that he found on Craigslist. 

http://texoma.craigslist.org/boa/5784978546.html 

http://texoma.craigslist.org/boa/5784978546.html


 

 

J-24 For Sale 
 
Includes 5hp Honda 4-stroke outboard, trailer w/
hydraulic brakes and new tires. 2 sets of sails, 2 spinna-
kers, all in very good condition. The bottom was flawless-
ly fared and new bottom paint last October. The running 
rig is in good condition and the boat is ready to race! It's 
sitting in a slip at Little River Marina. The slip rental is 
paid thru mid October. $4700 with the slip and $4200 
without. 
 
Call James @ (405) 249-1768 

19' Pocket Cruiser for Sale 

Starwind 19 

 Circa 1985 

 Mainsail, 2 Jibs 

 Good Condition 

$2,500 

Contact: Mike or Teresa Galoob 

(405) 329-2514 or (405) 600-8263 

San Juan 7.7 For Sale 

 2015 Tohatsu 6 h.p. motor 

 Roller furling jib 

 Tandem axle trailer 

 Spacious, updated interior 

 Spinnaker and pole 

 Just under 26’ long 

 

Currently in a slip at Lake Thunderbird 

 

$5500 Negotiable 

 

Call Paul @ (405) 774-9308 

Boston Whaler Harpoon 5.2 For Sale 
 
Seventeen foot dinghy with trailer, main sail, fractional jib, 
spinnaker with pole and Johnson 2 HP motor. Needs var-
nish work. Ready to sail. Pics on craigslist. 
 
Call Jim Waller @ (580) 320-1551 



 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to the following TSC members. If you 
would like to help your friend celebrate their birthday, 
contact them by one of the many mediums that are availa-
ble, and wish them Happy Birthday on their special day. All 
birthdays are listed in your TSC Membership Directory. 

Lake Thunderbird Readings 
  

THUNDERBIRD SAILING CLUB 

An Oklahoma Chartered Corporation Affiliated with: 
United States Sailing Association & Central States Sailing Association 

 

www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org 

January 
2 Karen Mellgren 
3 Mary Doezema 
4 Connie Divine  
9 Rita Hendricks  
9 Tony Bradley 
10 David Craigie 
15 Howard Haines 
16 Liane Ozmun 
17 Roger Elliott 
18 Becca Kirkham 
19 Barbra Rains 
22 ` Beth Brown 
25 Dorrie Trent 
27 Amy Pudlo 
30  Bobby Cockerham 
30 Walter Hedrick 
30 Wilma DeBerry 
30 David Tran 

Can’t get enough of that sailing stuff? 

Bill Rains publishes a monthly sailing newsletter 
that includes sailing stories, events, seamanship 
and humor. If interested send an email to Bill at 
sailorbrains@cox.net or visit the website at 
www.sailorBrains.com 
 
Bill also operates a business that caters to small 
boat owners with maintenance problems. Contact 
Bill if you are in need of repairs. (405) 922-7787 

February 
2 Deresa Claybrook 

2 Linda Monroe 

5 Virginia Fitzpatrick 

7 John Miller 

8 Gray Graham 

12 Karen Rieger 

13  Liz Hedrick 

13 Brenda Shinn 

15 Sue Kendrick 

19 Kenneth Kerby 

20 David Hendricks 

20 Tracy Stevens 

23  Marles Bradley 

http://www.ThunderbirdSailingClub.org
http://www.sailorbrains.com/

