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It’s 100 degrees outside and I am so looking forward to fall sailing.
Summer will be giving way to different
activities with the season change. We
are planning to do another day of water sports with our physically challenged friends in addition to CAST in
September.
If you missed the July meeting you
Mary Anne Secrist, Commodore
missed a sailing comedy of errors story by Orville Fisher. Taking college kids and inexperienced seamen
to the Keys can become a daunting adventure. Each days’ incident
topped the day before, even being boarded by the Coast Guard!
We have said good bye to Keith Campbell, our Past Commodore
who has been reassigned out of state for the time being. The TSC
Board has appointed Phil Moershel to fill in the Past Commodore
position to complete the year. The Nominating Committee will be
putting together a new slate of officers soon.
Parking lot repairs should be completed. TSC appreciates District 2
County Commissioner Darry Stacy for labor and equipment and the
Oklahoma State Parks’ contribution of $2000 for materials for pavement repairs.
See you at the August membership meeting for Boats, Blues, and
Barbeque. What could be better!
Mary Anne Secrist
Commodore

“My First Mate” Judy
and Jim Chapman Rear Commander

TSC Potluck and Program

August 19, 2017
Meeting Theme: 6:00 PM

BBB That’s Boats,
Blues and Bar-B-Que for those who are curious. Come early, put your boat
in the water and cruise Thunderbird. At 6:00 anchor or tie up at the dock and come in for some great
fellowship, blues music and your favorite beverage.

Potluck: 6:30 PM
Program: 7:00 PM

Brenda Woods “What’s New at Little River Marina”
Come hear about the new owners and managers and why they came to Thunderbird and hear some of
their plans for our closes marina. Brenda says,
“We are happy to accept your invitation to speak and tell you about ourselves. I will be there and at least 2
of the owners will be attending. We look forward to hearing your ideas and concerns as well as learning
more about your passion for sailing. We will share with you our plans to improve and expand the facility.
Thank you for this opportunity.”
The meal will of course will be, what can be found on Beal or 2nd Street in Memphis. At Lucille’s Bar and
Grill where “BBQ for the Soul” is found. You can order BLUESY WINGS – with your choice of homemade
Blues Boy BBQ sauce, classic buffalo or jerk wings, smoked beef brisket and BBQ pork ribs. The sides
are grits, French fries, baked sweet potatoes, baked potato, cornbread, jasmine rice, Cajun corn and vegetables. “Charlie Vergos’ Rendezvous” has been serving his signature dry rub ribs in a basement
through a downtown alley across from the Peabody Hotel a Memphis since 1948. The main reason for
going to the Rendezvous is its Pork ribs, Pork ribs and chicken, Pork ribs and shoulder or Pork ribs and
brisket. O, did I mention Pork ribs!! And don’t forget the coleslaw. If you are still hungry bring your favorite desert. As usual, the club will provide beverages, utensils, plates/bowls, etc... Alphabetical listing:

a-g: veggies (hot and cold)
h-m: appetizers/fruit
n-s: desserts/breads/nuts
t-z: main dish

More From your Rear Commodores:
Jim and Judy Chapman
Would You Like To Host A Meeting?
If you have an ideal for a meeting theme or would like to
host a meeting, contact biker.03@gmail.com or call or
text 405-556-1035.
Proposed Meeting Themes:
September – Mexican Cuisine
October – Caribbean Cuisine
November – Thanksgiving
December – Cowboy Christmas

Membership
Information
If any of your membership information has changed, please
contact:
Fredrica Cottrell
2704 Ives Way
Norman, OK 72072
405-760-2894
facottrell@att.net
2017 Membership Directory:
You should have received your copy of
the new membership directory via
email in pdf format. If you did not
receive, or are have corrections to the
Directory, please let me know.

Thunderbird Sailing Club
membership is a bargain! Be sure
to renew yours early.
Regular Members
$99 per year
Associate Members
$50 per year
Student Members
$25 per year

Orville and Courtney Fisher from our July TSC Program What a great program! Such persistence! Orville's 'love story' - love for
sailing, persistence in the endeavor
even in the face of immense trials,
resulted in a fantastic experience,
and an amazing wife!! Thanks to Orville and his wife for the delightful
story. We can all take a lesson in
how persistence, trust, and passion
for people and sailing can result in
such great life outcomes.
Lorrie

2017 Waterfest
I think this was the best Waterfest so far, and that is since 2009. By the end of the day we had 37 registered
participants. We sailed Dreadnought and the Pumpkin and stayed busy most of the day. We had high wind
and low wind, a 90 degree shift, and mild temps.
The day started a little differently; as the sun rose we had a troupe of pooper-scoopers out to shovel up the
contributions from 80 geese on the lawn the night before.
Thank you Phil Moershel for going to great trouble to install a plastic chair in your boat. This allowed several
more people in need of trunk support to go sailing. We kept the lift busy; at one point I turned around to
start helping a guy into the lift and realized the sling had just left with Dreadnought, still under it's user. Instead we used a long sliding board and 2 helpers. Lorrie says she'll find a 2nd sling. The pontoon boat was
again a big hit, with many folks and their family going out for rides.
I can't repeat enough how valuable and CALMING it was to have the 3 lifeguards from OK-Tri on duty. Big
thanks to Steven English, Piers Hale, Sarah Luthman, and David Gray. What a huge contribution these guys
made. It really helped to know someone had eyes on the water, dock, and beach at all times. The Waterfest
can be a very crowded and chaotic scene - a lifeguard's nightmare - with swimmers, jet skis, water-skiers,
kayaks and sailboats; they rose to the challenge. What a great BoatHouse partner they are.
The OKASA volunteers, many from Jim Thorpe Rehab Hospital, were jammed all day with 3 ski boats and tubing. O'Connells again provided a splendid picnic; our grill was well used.
Amy Bruecks of OK-Tri spoke to the crowd at lunch about her own challenges in triathlon training and how to
push the limits of your own expectations.
Three cheers for all the great helpers from TSC. Jim Waller was extraordinary, a regular Zen-dock-master!
Thanks Jerry Lojka, Jim Eller, Dave Craigie, Eddie Lao, Kathy Anderson, Lorrie Sylvester, Gray Graham, Altus
Boren, Greg Tiffany. Thanks especially to those who were able to come out for a few hours in the evening to
help clean up, it made a big difference.

Mini-Waterfest or Waterfest 2
For a long time people at the Waterfest have asked if we could do a 2nd day each year. Amy Bruecks and I
have been talking and think we can do it this Sept 30th. We expect to offer sailing, kayaking, swimming,
and a picnic. I would like to see a couple catamarans this time. We are looking into sponsors for the $200 BH
fee and lunch. I envision a less grueling day from 9-3:00. Two lifeguards and several TSC leaders have already signed on. I will keep you posted.

Bridges event at the BoatHouse
Volunteer sailors/boaters are needed Saturday, August 26 to provide boat rides to Bridges’ students
at their annual Back to School event at the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse.
Bridges students, staff and volunteers will enjoy the opportunity to canoe, kayak or sail with experienced sailors. For the past three years, the Thunderbird Sailing Club and the BoatHouse has supported this event and provided volunteers, boats, and instruction to these students. The event will
take place from 10 am to 4:00 pm. Breakfast and lunch will e provided to students and volunteers. Few of these students have had the opportunity for boating of any kind. This is an exciting
day of new challenges and opportunities for these 15-20 students.
These teens are Norman high school students who are homeless through no fault of their own and
now reside on the Bridges campus at 1670 N. Stubbeman Ave. Most teens wonder where they will
go for lunch, not whether they will have a meal.
Bridge, a non-profit organization, helps Norman’s high school and college students who are living
alone due to a family crisis, including the death of a parent, parental incarceration or chronic illness,
or a traumatic home situation, to graduate high school and pursue a career or higher education. The
support offered includes school expenses, food, clothing, medical care, baby needs, dental care, and
furniture.
Bridges provides sliding-scale housing with small one-bedroom apartments, a student center and
offices on the Bridges campus. The apartments are furnished by volunteers with donated furniture
and supplies. Students who reside at this Bridges property are assumed to be mature adults who will
conduct themselves accordingly. Bridges also provides an individual case manager and volunteer
mentors to help students with everything from college planning to relationship guidance, taking the
time to listen, advise, and care.
Bridges students who are accepted into this program are expected to treat school as their main job.
They must maintain passing grades and good attendance, which are checked weekly. Students who
reside at Bridges are assumed to be mature adults who can conduct themselves accordingly. Students are also expected to work part-time, pay their utility bills and a percentage of their rent.

Come and share your love of boating with these amazing students.

16th Annual CAST for Kids Fishing Derby
On Saturday, September 9, 2017 the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse will host the
16th CAST for Kids Fishing Derby for children with disabilities. Partnering with the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, CAST for Kids Foundation and the Oklahoma Department
of Tourism and Recreation, the LTEF and TSC supports this project each year.
The event kicks off with delivery and setup of the 30’x50’ tent on Friday rented
from Crossland’s Party World. The tent provides shade and protection for the children,
parents, siblings and volunteers during the luncheon on Saturday that is provided to everyone when the fishermen and kids return around noon. Food and other deliveries are
made during the day on Friday.
The fishing event kicks off early Saturday around 7am to prepare for the arrival
and registration of the kids at 8am. Breakfast items are served and when the kids go out
fishing at 9am the food crew starts preparing lunch to be ready when they return at
noon. Each child gets a hat, t-shirt, new rod/reel, tackle box with tackle, bait and a PFD
to wear while on the fishing boat. After the luncheon, headed up by TSC and Elks Lodge
member Roger Elliott, each child is presented a plaque with a photo of them taken with
their fishing guide aboard their boat. They also have their choice of three tables full of
prizes. This is not a contest, but a pleasant day on the lake fishing with an experienced
fishing guide.
We can always use more fishermen to come out to take the kids fishing especially
those with pontoon boats for the children in wheelchairs. Please come out and lend a
hand setting up,
registering,
preparing food
and serving
and also we
need lots of
help to clean up
starting at
1PM. Everything
should be completed by
2PM! Please
lend a
hand!

Kids Sailing Camps! Intermediate
This year the 3 day camps ran from Thursday through Saturday, July 20th -22nd. Paul
Reynolds was the instructor. Lily Fuchs and Henry Brockus were this year’s students. The
class was smaller than in last years but the students got lots of attention and learned a lot

Sailing Better Intermediate camp was held in the middle of July. The 2 students had a blast.
I was very ably helped by instructors Phil Moershel, Jerry Lojka, and MaryAnne Secrist. Jim Waller lent his
usual calm and competent talents. I would especially like to thank Christian Swinehart who arrived early every morning from Duncan, OK, helped out in every way and showed off some great sailing skills, tacking and
steering an Opti with the mainsheet and rudder removed, just for fun.
I greatly enjoyed the students, Lily and Henry, and look forward to sailing with them again. We had nice
winds all 3 days and got in about 10 little races. Saw some beautiful sailing with crisp tacks, always looking
forward, finding the groove close-hauled. We also had a chance to go out on Shamrock and practiced heaving to, reefing, and anchoring. Phil has new crew and a devilish knot-master in his grandson Henry.
-Paul Reynolds

Highlights from the TSC Board Meeting – 7-15-17
By Lorrie Sylvester, TSC Secretary
Greetings all! Your TSC board met at 5:30 on 7-15-17 and discussed or took action on a number of items.
Repeat from last month – we continue to look for officers for the TSC board for 2018-19 year. Contact your
nominating committee (Mary Anne Secrist, Barbara Schindler, and Lorrie Sylvester) if you wish to nominate
yourself for a position, or to nominate someone else! We’ll do the arm-twisting, I mean enticement, if you
give us a name. Of course, you can contact any board member, in addition to the above three if you think
you, or someone else in the club would like to serve in some capacity next year. Technically, all positions will
be up for election – so think about how you can become more involved with TSC direction and activities. If
you have interest in any of the positions on the board, please contact a board member, nominating committee member, or me, and I can send ‘job descriptions’. Election in October/November.
Sailing classes are finished, and though slightly-less well attended (Kids’ Camps), all were successful and fun.
The BoatHouse Management Committee is considering purchasing (via grants in process or private donations) helmets for the junior sailing classes. Though classes were smaller in size/number this year, we still
hope to provide this protective gear for the kids next year!
Security continues to be a concern around the boat yard, grounds, etc. Please be vigilant when out for various activities/events. Though we have animal web cams out, we all have to remember to lock all doors
(boathouse), boat yard buildings and gates, and the entry gate after we utilize the facilities.
Parking lot repairs: Les met with Commissioner (Darry Stacey, District 2) and construction folk looked at the
lot. Oklahoma State Parks paid the $2,000 repair fee to the Cleveland County Commissioner District 2
office. Work was completed (July 17-19), so a big thanks to Les and all for this much needed and wonderful
work (at no cost to TSC, LTEF, the BoatHouse or its partner organizations.
Weekly racing continues! Watch for weekly texts for these fun races. Come join a boat or bring your own!
Speaking of racing, Jim Eller will chair/run the Layton Regatta this fall (hoping to have four Catalinas and four
San Juans at least!). Phil Moershal will chair/run the Hiram Regatta in the fall.
Leukemia Cup Regatta: The date is set for this two-day event – June 2 and 3, 2018. We hope to have a full 2days of racing, as well as our Silent Auction. It is not too early to find those special auction items. We hope
to have online auction as well – so if anyone has skills in the online auction realm, please contact Lorrie
(Lorraine-sylvester@ouhsc.edu).
Also known as the Rosendahl Bend, it's perhaps the
best way to connect two ropes that there is. It's exceptionally secure and shake-resistant in all materials and its perfect symmetry makes it simple to
check. It's also remarkably easy to untie after heavy
strain, even when wet.
If you're trying to learn it, think "b" and "q" with
reference to the starting shapes of the ropes.

BoatHouse Parking Lot Repaired!
The TSC, LTEF, BoatHouse and Tri-OKC extend their appreciation to Cleveland County District II County Commissioner, Darry Stacy , the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and
Recreation’s Bruce Divis and the Thunderbird State Park Manager, Susie Snider for their support in repairing the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse/Indian Point area parking lot!
Over the past 16 years the asphalt parking lot had developed quite a few serious cracks
where water was seeping under the parking lot. Over time this water will undermine the asphalt and serious damage would be done to the parking lot. Over the past couple weeks the
District II Commissioner’s maintenance crew ,under the direction of District II’s Paul Meyer,
have cleaned out all the cracks in the asphalt and filled them and sealed them to prevent further damage
The Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation has funded the project working
closely with Cleveland County District II located on Alameda Street just west of the park.
Please extend your thanks to the District II Commissioner and his team as well as Susie Snider
and Bruce Divis of the Oklahoma Department of Tourism and Recreation.

The photo on the left was taken the
week of July 17 shows the work being done in the parking lot.
We also want to thank TRI-OKC,
LTEF, TSC and the BoatHouse for
offering to cover the costs of the project if need be.
It is great to see the excellent relationship between the State, County and
the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse.
This project will help protect the

OKASA WATERFEST
Wow! Our ninth Waterfest is about to happen on
Saturday, July 8th, from 8am to 5pm. We're expecting 40 intrepid participants
and about 75+ volunteers and family. Last year we had a large group from Tulsa’s
Center for Individuals with Physical Challenges. Most will join through the OKlahoma
Adaptive Sports Association, formerly known as G.O.D.S.A. Jim Thorpe Rehabilitation staff is heavily involved, as is the Spinal Cord Injury Association of Oklahoma.
We'll have water-skiing, tubing, kayaking, swimming, picnicking, and of course sailing. We'll put out the pontoon boat for rides.This has always been an exciting event
in large measure fostered by the wonderfully accessible Boathouse facility and the
people who run it. That's us, the Thunderbird Sailing Club. We need volunteers to
bring their sailboat, help manage the beach, dock, and BoatHouse, and especially
to help clean up between 4:00 and 5:30.
This year I'm pleased to welcome members of Tri OKC who will be providing lifeguard supervision. We can already thank Phil, Jim and Dave for clearing the beach,
ramp and parking pad.
Lunch will be served, and the tee shirt this year is really cool.

From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, Fredrica Cottrell

2017 TSC Membership Directory:
You should have received your copy of the new membership directory via email in pdf format.
If you did not receive, or are have corrections to the Directory, please let me know.
Renewing your TSC membership:
For those who have responded with your annual renewal payment, Thank You!
However, for those who have yet to send theirs in, it is very disappointing to go to my mailbox
and find nothing there. It has been slow going for membership renewals this year and I am
hoping that if you are among those who have yet to return yours, that you will consider doing
so. We really need your support. Thanks!!!
If you have not received your renewal, or perhaps misplaced yours, please get in touch with
me.
Thank you for all your support J
Delinquent TSC Membership Renewals
It is never too late to renew your membership. Sadly, I still have several members who have
not renewed their memberships for the current year. This makes it difficult to keep our budget
goals and it makes my volunteer job harder having to personally remind you. If you have not
taken care of the current year’s renewal, please do so now. We really need you and we desperately need your financial support. Please.
If you have any questions about your membership, please contact me. Thanks.
Membership Information
If any of your membership information has
changed, please contact:
Fredrica Cottrell
3704 Ives Way
Norman, OK 73072
405-760-2894
facottrell@att.net

Fredrica

Thunderbird Sailing Club
Membership:
Regular Members:
$99 per year
Associate Members:
$50 per year
Student Members
$25 per year

2017 BoatHouse
Schedule
If changes need to be made to this schedule, Contact Jim Eller
At wjimeller@gmail.com

2017 Tentaive Schedule for the BoatHouse
Date

Month

Day of Week

Time

5th

August

Saturday

9-1pm

19th

August

Saturday

6pm

20th

August

Sunday

8-12pm

Event
Kids Camp Open House
Club Meeting
Tri-OKC Adult Clinic

26th

August

Saturday

9am-3pm

Bridges Day at the BoatHouse

27th

August

Sunday

6am-noon

OKC-Tri Aquathlon

8th-9th

Sept

Saturday

16th

Sept

Saturday

6pm

20th

Sept

Wednesday

8am-5pm

30th

Sept

Saturday

8-3pm

8th

Oct

Sunday

9am-3pm

??

Oct

Sat & Sun

21st

Oct

Saturday

6pm

25th

Oct

Wednesday

8am-5pm

5th

Nov

Sunday

2am

5th

Nov

Sunday

All Day

18th

Nov

Saturday

6pm

Club Meeting

9th

Dec

Saturday

6pm

Holiday/Christmas Party

11-3pm

New Year's Day Sail and
Polar Plunge

1st

Jan

Monday

CAST for Kids
Club Meeting
Park Ranger Training
Mini-Water Fest
Layton Regatta
Sailing Messabout
Club Meeting

Ranger Training
Hiram Douglas Regatta

Club racing each Wednesday Apr-Aug, Tri-OKC swims each Tue/Wed , Sea Scouts each Saturday 10-2PM

Things to Remember When Racing: Sailing Rules for Review

Happy Birthday!
Happy Birthday to our members. Please, do send along best wishes to our members. You can do so with
Facebook, Text, email or a caring phone call.

August
Betsey, Streuli, 5-Aug
Melissa, Campbell, 9-Aug
Rick , Wood, 10-Aug
Barbara, Boren, 15-Aug
Andy, Rieger, 19-Aug
George, LeVan, 21-Aug
Cheryl, Brackett, 21-Aug
Jason, Pudlo, 22-Aug
Piers, Hale, 25-Aug
Linda , Lojka, 25-Aug

