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Commodore 
Jim Chapman 
(405)556-1035 
biker.03@att.net 
 
Vice Commodore 
Jim Madsen 
405-301-1742 
jimmadsen@yahoo.com 
 
Rear Commodore 
David Gray 
405-44-7946 
swimcoach@cox.net 
 
Fleet Captain 
Jim Waller 
(580)320-1551 
jimwaller46@gmail.com 
 
Secretary 
 Lorrie Sylvester 
(405)250-6956 
Lorraine-Sylvester@ouhsc.edu  

 
Treasurer 
 Fredrica Cottrell 
(405)364-9902 
facottrell@att.net 
 
Mainsheet Editor  
 Jim Eller 
405-924-3148 
wjimeller@gmail.com 
 
BoatHouse Manager 
Phil Moershel 
(405) 208-1532 
phil@moershel.com 
 
Past Commodore 
Mary Anne Secrist 
(405)410-8582 
m.secrist@sbcglobal.net 

Thunderbird Sailing Club  Norman, Oklahoma 

Commodore’s Message: 

August began and ended with hot days but in the 

middle were rain and a major cool down.  In be-

tween that were several great sailing days but also 

several disappointments. My grandson and I 

planned an overnighter weeks in advance only to 

be cancelled due to changing weather conditions. 

However, as with any stumbling block, we found a 

way to reschedule and have our night on the lake. It 

was great fun, something my grandson nor will I soon forget. Knowing one’ 

limits and observing weather forecast are sensible solutions. 

 

 Early in August Lt. Gene Sateren of the Midwest City Fire Department re-

certified six members in AHA Infant, Child and Adult CPR/AED and First Aid. 

Thanks to the participants, Sylvia Ritsky, Mary Anne Secrist, Fredrica Cot-

trell, Lorrie Sylvester, Mike Klatt and Les Cummings, for giving their time to 

obtain this vital training. 

 

OU Sailing was delayed until the end of August due, I’m certain, to the begin-

ning of classes. But the Bridge’s Kids event August 25th proved to be an ex-

ceptionally good time for all. Twenty or more enthusiastic Sailors plus my 

grandson on Phil’s MiniFish had great fun sailing the pristine waters of Lake 

Thunderbird. 

 

“Cheeseburgers in Paradise” was a great potluck in August. Besides the 

great food and fellowship, Jim Madsen and his Band provided some impres-

sive entertainment. The Band’s Blues rendition was an epic performance. 

One of our few meetings without a program, Members gathered on the lake-

front side of the BoatHouse to enjoy music, great food and a pleasant even-

ing. We really missed “Jerry Lojka’s BVI Charter” and hope it gets resched-

ule. 

 

September will be an extremely busy month with a BoatHouse Meeting, 

“Cast for Kids Fishing Derby”, the September 15
th
 Membership Meeting, a 

Fall WaterFest and Commodore’s Cup Regattas every Wednesday night. Al-

so, the September TSC Meeting potluck will be Italian Food with a program 

about “Do You Know Your Knots?”. Please plan to attend. 

 

 

Make memories - Sailing!! 

September  2018 

mailto:phil@moershel.com


 

 

Overnighting on Lake Thunderbird 
August weather was exceptional for overnighting on the lake. I know of at least three such happen-

ings: 

Jim Chapman and grandson Wyatt, August 9-10  

Tim Mather and granddaughter, August 11-12 

David Craigie, grandson Nathanial and pet Binge; Jim Eller and Jim Chapman, August 20-21 

On August 20, three boats pulled into Hog Creek, the Incipient, Gusto and the Shamrock. After a 

thrilling sail from Little River Marina involving 5 tacks with sustained winds of 10 mph, gusting to 20 

mph and some whitecaps, Shamrock entered Hog Creek cove and was approaching Gusto when 

Jim Eller shouted to anchor between the two boats. Constantly monitoring the depth gauge, noting 

the shadowiness of the cove, I finally anchored at 9 foot depth. 

Nathanial taxied to pick me up on David’s dingy. Coming aboard Incipient, I was greeted by Binge 

with licks and a friendly handshake and welcome aboard by David. Jim had rolled over on his 

blowup kayak and taken the prized stern perch seat while David was relaxing on the port side cock-

pit cushion. We enjoyed a beautiful sunset, unwinding conservation and cool beverages. 

Back on the Shamrock, a phone call home, some star gazing, a little personal hygiene and it was 

time for shuteye. Oh no, I forgot the bedding!  As all sailors do, I improvised with a rolled up towel 

for a pillow and the swim pants and shirt I brought for the next day’s activities. I woke in the middle 

of the night to what I first thought was rain, and then realized was dew dropping from the boom. 

Shivering from the cold. I put on the jacket I always carry in my sailing bag and went back to sleep. 

A thud to the boat was my wakeup call and stepping out the hatch to see what it was I witnessed 

God’s glorious Sunrise. Nathanial was paddling around in the dingy so I boarded for breakfast on 

the Incipient. 

After an outstanding breakfast of cheesy eggs, hash browns, sausage and coffee, thank you David, 

I was off to the Navy Chiefs gathering at the BoatHouse to help with whatever. A great time with fel-

low sailors the evening and morning before made my assigned task of repairing the two toilets in the 

ladies restroom less exasperating.  -Jim Chapman, Commodore 



 

 

TSC Potluck and Programs 

“TO BEE OR KNOT TO BEE" 
 

Join us for our September meeting and test your skills learning and tying sailing knots. Don't 

worry, you won't be on your own. You'll be grouped into teams of your sailing peers and to-

gether you'll be able to make any knot seem like child's play. Unless you missed the August 

meeting and Cheeseburger in Paradise Party. Then you'll be grouped together a similar mess 

of sailing misfits who can't tie their own shoes, let alone a clove hitch. 

 

Be sure to look in past issues of The Mainsheet for clues on what knots we will be tying. 

 

Either way this is bound to be an excellent adventure that will have you tied up in knots 

laughing. Or laughing at the tied up knots.  See you soon! 

6pm  gathering 

6:30pm program 

8pm  clean up 

Potluck: a-g main dishes ; h-m vegies ; n-s appetizers/fruit ; t-z desserts/breads  

Navy Chiefs had a hard fought cardboard boat regatta on Aug 21.  All said and 

done..each crew believed they were victorious in the ensuing water fight. 

September “ You too can be Italian for one night   



 

 

17th Annual CAST for Kids Event 

Saturday, September 15, 7am—2pm at the BoatHouse 

This will be our 17th annual Fishing Derby for Children with Disabilities in partnership with 

the US Bureau of Reclamation, Oklahoma State Parks, Lake Thunderbird Educational Foun-

dation and the Thunderbird Sailing Club.  We hope to have help this year from the Norman 

Triathletes and the Tinker Navy Chiefs.   

The event kicks off at 7am Saturday morning with fishing guides arriving to register for the 

day.  At 8am the children arrive to register and receive the first of many gifts for the day in-

cluding hats, t-shirts, new rod/reel, tackle box and bait.  Breakfast items are available for 

all.   

At 9am the children are matched up with their fishing guides and the boats are loaded for 

the morning fishing trip on Lake Thunderbird.  By 9:30 all the children and fishermen are on 

the lake.  While they are out fishing preparations are ongoing for the delicious luncheon!  

The luncheon is served when the children return around 11:30-noon. 

Please come out and help Chef Roger Elliott and Sous-Chef Camisa Stewart Cummings pre-

pare and serve over 125 hungry children, parents, caregivers, siblings and volunteers! 

After lunch the donors are recognized and each child and their fishing guide are introduced 

and we are entertained by some great fishing tales!  Each child receives a gift of their 

choosing and each fishing guide gets a goody-bag and gift certificate to a local store or res-

taurant.  The US BOR also presents each child and fishing guide with a beautiful plaque 

with their photo. 

After the luncheon we all gather for the annual group photo in front of the BoatHouse and 

say our goodbyes until next year.  Please lend a hand, come early for a free t-shirt! 

 
TO REGISTER AS A  

VOLUNTEER 

Please notify : 

Les Cummings at: 

cummingslester@gmail.com 

Or by text at: 

405-823-2342 

Les will register you with the CAST for Kids 

Foundation as a volunteer for the event. 



 

 

Join the OKlahoma Adaptive Sports Association  
and Thunderbird Sailing Club for the 

2018 FALL WATERFEST 

Saturday, September 29 11:00-4:00 

Sponsors: Thank you Steve Scalzo for the BoatHouse rental. Wade Abbott of Nat’l 

Seating and Mobility, and Dana Shelley of Holt and Associates are providing 

lunch. TSC volunteers and therapists provide their time. 

Contact: Paul Reynolds  par2058@yahoo.com  405-250-2093 

OKASA will register volunteers and participants (necessary for insurance  

Directions:  Google Map “Lake 

Thunderbird BoatHouse”. The ad-

dress is 1312 Indian Point Rd.   

Don’t use Siri - she doesn’t know 

the way. The BoatHouse is in the 

north area of Lake Thunderbird 

State Park off Alameda Drive, not 

the south area off highway 9. 



 

 

2018 JERRY LAYTON MEMORIAL REGATTA 

 
 

TO SIGN UP NOTIFY PHIL MOERSHEL 405 208 1532 OR BY EMAIL AT 

ATTENTION THUNDER SAILORS and ANYONE ELSE 

(even slightly interested in racing) 

 

CREW AND SKIPPER POSITIONS STILL AVAILABLE! 

 
2018 JERRY LAYTON MEMORIAL REGATTA 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2018 
WHAT: 

A FUN ONE DAY CATALINA 22 REGATTA TO REMEMBER PAST-COMMODORE JERRY LAYTON BY RAISING 
FUNDS FOR THE TSC SAFETY/RC BOAT.    LUNCHEON AND REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED FOLLOWING THE 
REGATTA. 

 
PRIZES!: 

BRAGGING RIGHTS, YOUR NAME ON A PLAQUE ALONG WITH THE OTHER CHAMPIONS FORM THE LONG 
HISTORY OF THIS REGATTA AND A CHAMPION’S TSHIRT. 

 
WHEN: 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2018, SKIPPERS MEETING AT 10AM 

 
WHERE: 

LAKE THUNDERBIRD BOATHOUSE 



 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Happy Birthday to our members.  Please, do send along best wishes to our members.  You can do so with 

Facebook, Text, email or a  caring phone call.  See contact information in our TSC di-

Marilyn Friend , 1-Sep 

Teresa Galoob, 4-Sep 

Naree Deventich, 5-Sep 

Jamie Benge, 5-Sep 

Barrett Williamson, 12-Sep 

Mary Anne Secrist, 13-Sep 

Mary Boren, 13-Sep 

Jill LeVan, 14-Sep 

Kerry Knowles, 17-Sep 

Janet Mork, 18-Sep 

Angela Kasbohm, 23-Sep 

Ray Psikal Divine, 30-Sep 

September Birthdays 

A Real Show - Stopper Knot 

The stevedore knot is a stopper knot, often tied 
near the end of a rope. It is more bulky and less 
prone to jamming than the closely related figure-
eight knot. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stopper_knot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rope
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Figure-eight_knot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Figure-eight_knot


 

 

Supporting our veterans! Thanks to a terrific partnership with 

Edmond Elks Lodge #2578, the Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse and Thunderbird Sailing 

Club are continuing their annual support of our nation’s heroes at the Norman Veterans 

Center.   September lunch has been moved! 

 The next Veterans Center luncheon is scheduled for Monday, 

September 10 at the Norman Veterans Center!  If you can spare a 

couple hours please come by at 11:00 and lend a hand and thank our 

veterans for what they have done to ensure our freedoms. 

 

 

God Bless the USA 



 

 

Leukemia Cup Regatta 

The Leukemia Cup Regatta for 2018 has finally been finalized.  TSC raised $1,288 from the regatta fees, 

merchandise sale, silent auction and other donations.  In addition, we sent checks in the amount of $650 dol-

lars as direct donations.  The club was credited for any online donations made through members fundraising 

pages in the amount of $4,200.  All total the club raised $6,138 in 2018.  

 

New Members: 

We are pleased to have two new members join the club.  

 Please welcome: 

Mary & John Holter 

Renewing your TSC membership: 

For those who have responded with your annual renewal payment, Thank You! 

However, for those who have yet to send yours in, I am hoping that if you are among those who have yet to 

return yours, that you will consider doing so.  We really need your support.  Thanks!!! 

If  you have not received your renewal, or perhaps misplaced yours, please get in touch with me. 

Thank you for all your support! 

Delinquent TSC Membership Renewals  

It is never too late to renew your membership. Sadly, I still have several members who have not renewed 

their memberships for the current year. This makes it difficult to keep our budget goals and it makes my vol-

unteer job harder having to personally remind you. If you have not taken care of the current year’s renewal, 

please do so now. We really need you and we desperately need your financial support. Please.  
  

If you have any questions about your membership, please contact me. Thanks.  
 
 

From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, Fredrica Cottrell 

Membership Information 
  
If any of your membership 
information has changed, 
please contact: 
  
Fredrica Cottrell 
3704 Ives Way 
Norman, OK  73072 
405-760-2894 
facottrell@att.net 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
Membership: 
  
Regular Members: 
$99 per year 
  
Associate Members: 
$50 per year 
  
Student Members 
$25 per year 
  



 

 

BoatHouse hosts CPR/AED/First aid class 

Six Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse volunteers completed their American Heart Association cer-

tification on August 5, 2018.  Lt. Gene Sateren of the Midwest City Fire Department taught 

the course.  Congratulations to BH volunteers from left; Fredrica Cottrell, Sylvia Ritsky, Mary 

Anne Secrist, Lorrie Sylvester, Mike Klatt and Les Cummings. 

Hiram Regatta 

Nov. 4th 

NOR on our Website  www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org 



 

 

Possible Shared Boat, 

Capri 22. 

Interested? 

Thunderbird Sailing Club is experimenting with a new Shared Boat program.  For a few more 

dollars than our basic membership, you get access to a good sailboat in good condition.  We 

launched this program with Shamrock, an ODay 24, this year and have ten members who are a 

part of the Shamrocker Team.  We are considering adding a Capri 22, which is more of a race 

boat to our Shared Boat Program.  If there is enough interest, we will add the Capri to our 

fleet. If you want more information or are interested in joining the Capri Group, please contact 

Jim Eller at 

Wjimeller@gmail.com or by calling Jim at 405-310-3556. 

mailto:Wjimeller@gmail.com


 

 

2018 BoatHouse Schedule 

 
If changes need to be made to this schedule, Contact Jim Eller  wjimeller@gmail.com 

 

September  

8th 8am-4pm OKASA Fall WaterFest    

14th   10am-3pm CAST set up 

15th  6am-3pm CAST for Kids 

 4:30pm TSC Board meeting 

 6-8pm  TSC Potluck and Program 

29th 11-4pm Fall Waterfest 

30th 12-5pm ESL sailing and water play 

October 

5th 6pm  Keel Boat Class 

12th 6pm  Keel Boat Class 

14th 8-5pm  Layton Regatta 

20th 4:30  TSC Board meeting 

20th  6-8pm  Potluck and Program 

26th 6pm  Keel Boat Class 

 

November 

4th 8-5pm  Hiram Douglas Regatta 

17th 4:30pm TSC Board Meeting 

 6-8pm  TSC Potluck and Program 

 

Recurring Events:  Wednesday Commodore’s Cup Regattas starting at 6:30pm 
OKC Tri Club: swims Tuesday and  some Wednesday evenings 6pm.  
NOTE: We also have a new Google Calendar for our BoatHouse activities.  Here is the link 
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=thunderbirdsailingclub%40gmail.com&ctz=America%
2FChicago  
  

 


