Mainsheet
Thunderbird Sailing Club

May, 2020

Norman, Oklahoma

Hello fellow sailors,
2020 TSC Officers
Commodore
Jerry Lojka
(405) 620-4498
jerrylojka@gmail.com

Vice Commodore
Les Long
(806) 773-3212
leslong3369@gmail.com
Rear Commodore
David Gray
(405) 447-7946
swimcoach@cox.net
Fleet Captain
Jim Waller
(580) 320-1551
jimwaller46@gmail.com
Secretary
Hadley Jerman
(405) 706-6027
hjerman@ou.edu
Treasurer
Fredrica Cottrell
(405) 364-9902
facottrell@att.net
Mainsheet Editor
Eddie Lao
(405) 328-8061
eddie9394@gmail.com

I hope all of you and your families are managing to
stay sane as we deal with the restrictions imposed by
the COVID 19 pandemic. We miss seeing you and
we hope conditions will improve by the first sailing
class in June. The sailing instructors are discussing
options for class management that will allow them to
continue with the class and maintain safe conditions
for everyone involved. I am confident a solution will
be found. The June 1st class is full so, we will be
looking for volunteers to assist with boat management and class safety.
We will not meet at the Boathouse for the May potluck due to park restrictions but, we have a solution.
The program for May is to be a primer on sailing
rules of the road and the race starting sequence. The
program will be posted on YouTube so you can view
it at your leisure. Please watch the Thunderbird Sailing Club Facebook page for the URL so you can find
the program.

BoatHouse Manager
Phil Moershel
(405) 208-1532
phil@moershel.com

Interesting times. Hopefully, we will be able to meet
in person in a month or two. Until then, stay safe.

Past Commodore
Lorrie Sylvester
(405)250-6956

Warm regards,

Lorraine-Sylvester@ouhsc.edu

Join the Capri Team
2020-21
It Could be You. Our TSC Share Boat Progam is looking for Capri
Team members. We have ten slots on the Capri team and only five taken. It is great boat
and in very good condition. We are looking for additional members. To join the team you
must be a Thunderbird Sailing Club member in good standing and pay an annual Share Boat
Program fee of $300. This gets you almost unlimited access to the boat. The slip fee is paid,
the maintenance comes out of SBP member fees. You are welcome to bring friends along or
single hand her. You must be able to sail, to demonstrate sailing skills and knowledge and
complete a “man overboard drill.” If you are interested call or email, Jim Eller, TSC Program
coordiniator, at 405-924-3148 or email wjimeller@gmail.com
There two other Share Boat Program boats, an O’day 24 and a Precision 23. Each has
one space available.

2020 Boathouse Usage Schedule
Sundays – OU Sailing in the afternoons After March 22 1-4:00pm
Wednesdays – TSC Comm Cup Racing beginning on or after March 11 – Oct. 28, 2020
*Navy Chiefs: Maybe additional events on Tuesdays or Fridays…pending dates/times
*Fall Keel Boat Instructor Class - Pending dates/times:

February 15
February 13
March 21
March 21
April 2
April 4
April 7
April 9
April 14
April 18
April 21
Apr 21
April 25
April 26

TSC Board Meeting (5:00pm) Membership meeting/potluck (6-8:00pm)
TSC Share Boat Council Meeting (7:00pm)
TSC Board Meeting (5:00pm) Membership Meeting/potluck (6-8:00pm)
CPR/AED/First Aid Training (1:00-3:45pm)
LTEF Meeting (6:30pm)
BoatHouse Work Day 9am-1:00pm ish
Spring Keel Boat Class (6-8:00pm)
BoatHouse Mgmt. Meeting 7:00pm
Spring Keel Boat Class (6-8:00pm)
TSC Board Meeting (5pm) Membership Meeting/potluck (6-8pm)
Spring Keel Boat Class (6-8:00pm)
and beyond Tri-Athletes Tuesday/Thursdays
BoatHouse Work Day 9am-1:00pm ish
Boaters’ Safety Talk/sail for Green Norman eco Month (1:00pm)

May 1-4
May 16
May 16
May 21

Level 1 Instructor Training at OCBC with Lynn Pineger
TSC Board Meeting (5pm) Membership Meeting/potluck (6-8:00pm)
Triathletes – Newbie Boot Camp (6:00-1:00ish)
Shared Boat Council (7-9:00 pm)

June 1-5
June 15-19
June 20
June 22-26
June 27
July 6-10
July 11
July 18
July 18
*August ?
August 15
Sept 13
Sept 19

Kids Sailing Class I – 9:00am-3:00pm
Kids Sailing Class II – 9:00am-3:00pm
TSC Board Meeting (5pm) and Member mtg/PotLuck (6-8:00pm)
Sailing Better Intermediate Class – 9:00am-3:00pm
OKASA Waterfest – 7:00am-4:00pm
Adult Small Boat Sailing Class – 5-9:00pm
Adult Small Boat Sailing – 8:00am-4:00pm
Navy Chiefs (1-6:00pm)
TSC Board Meeting (5pm) Membership Meeting/potluck (6-8:00pm)
Navy Chiefs Duct Tape Regatta???
TSC Board meeting (5pm) and member meeting/potluck (6-8:00pm)
Tri-Athletes Aquathon (6:00am-1:00pm ish)
LLS Silent Auction/Program with TSC Board meeting (5pm)
Member meeting/potluck (6-8:00pm)
Sept. 25
CAST Preparation
Sept. 26
CAST – 7:00am – 2:00pm
Oct 3
Layton Memorial Regatta (8:00am-4:00pm)
Nov. 8 Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta and Chili CookOff (7:00am-7:00pm)
Nov. 21
Annual TSC Membership/Business Meeting (6-9:00pm)
Dec. 12
TSC Holiday Party/PotLuck 6-9:00pm)

Boathouse News
June sailing classes are still enrolling
The first Sailing Smart class skippered by Jerry is full there are
several spots left in the second beginning camp and in
the intermediate and adult small boat classes.
Oklahoma Department of Tourism now limits groups to no more
than 25 and still prohibits the use of its facilities(this included the
boathouse) for meetings. Instructors and volunteers will be meeting in the next week to work out how we can comply with the park
rules and safely run these classes with adequate distancing, check
in screening procedures and other policies to protect both the students and volunteers.
Work party to set up boats May 9 @ 930 – 2:00 or so
The boats were all de rigged and winterized. Now we need to get
them set up for classes.

Three legged stool relationship
between TSC, LTEF

Thunderbird Sailing

Lake Thunderbird

What is the relationship between the TSC, LTEF and BoatHouse?
Many TSC members (new and old) are not familiar with the relationship between the Thunderbird Sailing Club (TSC), Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse, and the Lake Thunderbird Educational Foundation (LTEF). We thought it would be helpful to clarify each organization annually and the roll each plays in our mission to provide community events and affordable boating and safety classes.

ma. Fundraising begins in earnest and another $25,000 grant is
funded in 2000 by Sarkeys Foundation of Norman. The dock and
boat ramp had now been completed, and assets were more than
$129,000. We also received a second grant from the Noble Foundation of $25,000 and many additional individual and corporate
financial gifts and gifts-in-kind….assets were now approximately
$190,000 with no debt. It was time to select a contractor and begin
1. The TSC is an Oklahoma non-profit whose mission is: “To
construction in the spring of 2001…over 110 volunteers worked
promote water safety; to encourage the pursuit of sailing as a recfor nearly nine months to complete the interior. In early 2002,
reational activity and as a competitive sport; to teach the rules of
thanks to a generous gift from our good friend, Dave Shumake
sailing; to engender a spirit of sportsmanship among its members,
who was serving as our Board Attorney, we began the Dave Shutheir families and within the community; to promote the teaching make Endowment that now exceeds some $50,000 and will continof the methods, techniques and sciences of sailing to young peoue to grow as the board resolution requires 10% of all unrestricted
ple. To enter into such business transactions as are authorized by
gifts to go to the Endowment each year. Please spend a little time
the Statutes of the State of Oklahoma governing charitable, benev- reading the names on the large plaques in the BoatHouse foyer to
olent, educational or scientific corporations." The TSC’s Articles appreciate the number of financial and gifts-in-kind donors, volunof Incorporation were filed on November 5, 1969 and its first year teers, and leadership that made the BoatHouse possible. On April
in operation was in 1970. The TSC is also the MANAGING
6, 2002, the BoatHouse was christened on a cold, rainy, but wonPARTNER of the BoatHouse. Jerry Ljoka is the 2020 Commoderful day with over 125 people in attendance! Since that time we
dore. The TSC, as Managing Partner for the BoatHouse, has just
have provided the Norman and Lake Thunderbird community with
applied for a 10-year lease extension for the Tbird location.
over 2,000 volunteer hours each year along with hundreds of new
sailors and boaters that understand the boating and safety laws of
Oklahoma. The audit for 2015 listed over $211,000 in assets with
2. The LTEF is an Oklahoma non-profit and is recognized by the no liabilities. This speaks volumes for the support of our BoatIRS as a 501C(3) tax-exempt organization. It was formed by
House partners and the leadership that the TSC provides on a daythe leadership of the TSC in 1997, the result of two years of plan- to-day basis. The LTEF has raised an average of $1,000 per month
since the construction phase of the Boat-House was completed,
ning following the 25th TSC anniversary celebration in 1995 at
this does not include any funds from classes which goes to the
which time many of the original TSC charter members said they
BoatHouse account. The LTEF raises funds for special capital
wish they had developed a facility at the lake that they could call
needs. The LTEF’s cash position, including short-term securities,
home. Seizing the moment, the TSC leadership began discussions
is approximately $33K plus the $50K endowment. LTEF officers
which eventually led to meetings with the Oklahoma Department
are Roger Elliott, President, Dr. Frank Lawler, VP, , Jim Chapman
of Tourism and Recreation, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Treasurer, and Jim Eller, Secretary, the remaining board members
(BOR), Thunderbird State Park, and the Central Oklahoma Master
are, Brenda Woods, Phil Moershel, Connie Divine, Steve English,
Conservancy District. The LTEF was formed on April 1, 1997
Jerry Lojka, David Gray, Lorrie Sylvester, Walter Hedrick, Betsey
with Walt Hedrick as President and on April 7, 1998 the LTEF
Streuli (board attny.) and Les Cummings, Glede Holman, Execureceived its 501C (3) Letter of Determination by the IRS. In 1997
tive Director, and Marilyn Friend honorary member.. As an examand 1998 approval was given for the building site, a fenced
ple of how you and the LTEF help the TSC/BoatHouse; just in the
boatyard was built, 5 TSC members received their U.S. Level One
past few years your donations enabled the LTEF to provide funds
training certificates, the first sailing class on the site was held, and
for insurance, and half of the funds needed for the new Pontoon
several centerboard boats were donated to the LTEF. In addition,
Boat and the metal cover and a 2015 grant of $5,000 for insurance,
building plans began to be worked on by Miles Associates AIA,
nautical flagpole, upgrade to AED system, a new concrete boat
the TSC and LTEF voted to name the facility the Lake Thunderramp and $4K for the upcoming storage building construction,
bird Boathouse (Howard Haines’ idea), and the OEC installed an
helped fund the Shared Boat Program with Boat purchases, and
electrical service to the site thanks to help from Scott Brown. The
the development of new teaching fleet.
TSC membership matched a $500 challenge grant from the LTEF
3. The Lake Thunderbird BoatHouse is the operations function
board and raised $1,000 for the LTEF. In 1999 the BoatHouse
or third leg of the TSC, LTEF, BoatHouse three-legged stool.
design was complete and blueprints were approved by the State
and U.S. BOR. Les Cummings had taken over as fundraising chair We ask all our partners to have at least one representative serve on
for the LTEF and the first major grant was awarded in June of
the BoatHouse Management Committee, which is a loosely
1999 for $40,000 from the Noble Foundation of Ardmore, Oklaho-

Shared Boat Program
*Openings Available*

Shamrock out on a sail. This could be you.
There are openings on all three boats, an O’Day 24, a Precision 23,
and a Capri 21.Participation comes by be a TSC member and
paying an additional annual fee of $250 or $300, depending upon
the boat. For more info call Jim Eller at 405-924-3148 or email
wjimeller@gmail.com

Bill

Brackett

4-May

Cleo

Haines

13-May

Pamela Bradford

14-May

Neal

15-May

Schuster

Kathy Anderson

22-May

Michael Ozmun

28-May

Jerry

Lojka

29-May

Max

Waldrop

30-May

BASIC SAILING AND FALL KEELBOAT CLASSES and INSTRUCTORS
Basic youth sailing classes
happened this summer, and we
are finishing the Keelboat class
in early October. We really
need additional instructors at
both the basic sailing instructor
as well as keelboat instructor
levels. NOTE: Level 1 Instructor US Sailing Course in Oklahoma City in May 1st to 4th
LTEF and Boathouse Scholarship funds can help defray
costs
Contact Phil Moershel or TSC
board members if you are interested.

Learn to sail at Lake Thunderbird

“Sailing Smart” Beginner Camps June 1-5 and June 15-19
Ages 9 – 13. These one-week programs will teach beginning sailing in our new RS Tera and RS Zest fleet. No previous sailing or
boating experience required. Student learn the safe, responsible way to rig, launch and sail small boats, while improving their
self-confidence, coordination and teamwork. Classes run 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Monday thru Friday. Kids bring their own PFD,
lunch and drinks. $250. Scholarships are available for these classes!

"Sailing Better” Intermediate Camp June 22-26
Ages 9-14. For second- and third-year sailors. Three days of instruction build on the knowledge and skills learned in the Sailing
Smart Camp. Students will improve sailing on all points of sail, especially upwind. They will be introduced to racing, including
the rules, the start, and sailing the course. Weather permitting, we will take a longer destination sail. Boats may include Lasers, RS Tera, RS Zest, the American and Harbor 14 sloops, and perhaps a larger keelboat.
Classes run 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM, Monday thru Friday. Kids bring their own PFD, lunch and drinks. $250. Scholarships are available for these classes!
All-volunteer instructors are certified by U.S. Sailing and follow nationally recognized standards.
For more information or to register for these classes go to: https://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/learn-to-sail/
Contact: thunderbirdsailingclub@gmail.com

Now accepting enrollment for the
US Sailing Basic Keelboat Class!












Learn to Sail on our O’Day 24, Capri 22, or Precision 23.
US SAILING BASIC KEELBOAT Certification. For course content see https://
www.ussailing.org/education/adult/certification-courses-endorsements/basickeelboat/
Age 16 and up.
This is an introductory course; no sailing knowledge required.
Eight students maximum.
Classroom sessions will be held Tuesday nights, 6-8:00 PM.
Three 2-4 hour on-the-water sessions will be held as weather and schedules allow, weekdays and/or weekends. 2-3 students per boat. Students must be able to conclude sailing within 3 weeks of final class.
Taught by US Sailing Basic Keelboat Certified Instructors Paul Reynolds and Phil
Moershel,
Tuition – $300.

Welcome
2020
New Members!

Treasurer’s Report
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, Fredrica Cottrell

Renewing your TSC membership:

Don Sickles
Helga Stephan
Kelly Morris
Runar Nygaard

Membership renewals were sent electronically this
year, but unfortunately, some of you have forgotten about the e-mail. You can renew by mail, PayPal, or hand me your payment at the monthly
meetings.
For those who have responded with your annual
renewal payment, you should have received and
electronic membership card.

Thank You!

If you have any questions about your membership, please contact me. Thank you.
Membership Information

If any of your membership
information has changed,
please contact:
Fredrica Cottrell
3704 Ives Way
Norman, OK 73072
405-760-2894
facottrell@att.net

Thunderbird Sailing Club
Membership:
Regular Members:
$99 per year
Associate Members:
$50 per year
Student Members
$25 per year

Member Since:
Name:

Spouse:

Street Address:
City, Zip:

Home Phone:

Cell Phone(s):
E-mail(s):
Boat Type:

Boat Name:

Member Birthday:

Spouse Birthday:

FOR SALE
1979 Chrysler 20 · $2,000
•
•
•
•
•
•

Solid hull, new mast, and
good trailer
4 sails, Nissan 5 HP outboard, Swing keel
Designed by Halsey
Herreshoff.
LOA: 20 ft. Beam: 7 ft
Displ: 2200 lbs
Draft: 1.9 - 5.6 ft

1981 San Juan For Sale

San Juan for sale. 1981. New genoa,
keel crank, and bottom foil. Rebuilt
trunk and passageway Recovered
cushions. Hull in good condition.
Quick release shackles minimize
rigging time.
$2400 obo
Contact Paul Reynolds 405-250-2093;
Jim Eller 405-924-3148, or Mary Anne
Secrist 405-410-8582.

