Mainsheet
Thunderbird Sailing Club

September, 2020

Norman, Oklahoma

Ahoy,
2020 TSC Officers
Commodore
Jerry Lojka
(405) 620-4498
jerrylojka@gmail.com

Vice Commodore
Les Long
(806) 773-3212
leslong3369@gmail.com
Rear Commodore
David Gray
(405) 447-7946
swimcoach@cox.net
Fleet Captain
Jim Waller
(580) 320-1551
jimwaller46@gmail.com
Secretary
Hadley Jerman
(405) 706-6027
hjerman@ou.edu
Treasurer
Fredrica Cottrell
(405) 364-9902
facottrell@att.net

Even though many events have been canceled there has
been a lot of activity at the boathouse. We have had a great
response to the Family Sailing Days and the OU sailors
have been active. We continue to sing the praises of the
Zests and Teras as we continue to introduce people to sailing.
The Layton Memorial Regatta is scheduled for the end of
September but, because of the logistics of that race we have
determined it to be unsafe to hold that event. The purpose of
the Layton Regatta is to raise money for the maintenance of
the pontoon boat. We still need to maintain the pontoon boat
so we are asking that those who would have supported the
Layton Regatta either through crew participation or by donation do so again this year. The goal this year would be to
raise $500. We replaced two tires of the trailer this year
which cost $200 so the funds are needed to keep up with
routine maintenance. Please, consider making a donation. Send your check to Fredrica and she will make sure
that money is earmarked for the pontoon boat.
We are looking forward to being entertained by Jim Madsen
at our club meeting on Sept 19 . Gathering outside and
keeping our distance has been successful in past meetings. As in the past, bring your own food, TSC provides the
drinks.
th

Mainsheet Editor
Eddie Lao
(405) 328-8061
eddie9394@gmail.com
BoatHouse Manager
Phil Moershel
(405) 208-1532
phil@moershel.com
Past Commodore
Lorrie Sylvester
(405)250-6956
Lorraine-Sylvester@ouhsc.edu

Stay safe and we will see you soon.
Jerry Lojka, Commodore

2020 Boathouse Usage Schedule
Sept 10

Shared Boat Council Meeting (7:00 PM)

Sept 11

TSC Family Sailing Day

Sept 13

Tri-Athletes Aquathon (6:00am-1:00pm)

Sept 18

Keel Boat Class (limited to 6 students)

Sept 19

TSC Potluck Meeting (Theme???)

Sept 25

Keel Boat Class (limited to 6 students)

Oct 2

Keel Boat Class (limited to 6 students)

Nov. 8

Hiram Douglas Memorial Regatta and
Chili CookOff (7:00am-7:00pm)

Nov. 21

Annual TSC Membership/Business Meeting (6-9:00pm)

Dec. 12

TSC Holiday Party/PotLuck 6-9:00pm)

Piper Belle’s Journey to Voyageurs National Park
by
Paul Reynolds & Lorrie Sylvester

Piper Belle, behind our 2010 Prius, traveled to lakes in Missouri, through Iowa, into Wisconsin, and
finally to Voyageurs NP in Minnesota. We camped and dabbled in the waters along the way at
places including Stockton and Mark Twain Lakes in Missouri – here we found fossils and many
sand flies that feasted on Lorrie. Ticks had a preference for Paul. Next we camped, sailed and met
friends/family at Wyalusing SP in Wisconsin. While in WI, Paul sailed Lake Mendota in Madison,
then we rowed Mirror Lake, and camped at Brunet Island along the Chippewa River. Next we
camped at Sandy and Winnibigoshish Lakes, headwaters of the Mississippi, in Minnesota. We also
stayed at motels for 6 nights and visited Baraboo Bluff Winery.

Finally, we made it to Voyageurs NP, where campsites are boat-in only. Voyageurs is a stunning,
green, practically pristine, 500-island park that lies along the border with Canada. Navigating to our
campsites and around the multiplicity of rocks and islands was complicated but fun. Flukey winds
and an incomplete fishing map didn't help. Winds shifted constantly. At one point we ghosted along
with a full sail, although the water around us was glassy and betrayed not a breath - good wind 4’
above the surface!

There are many ways to get to the various islands and campsites: rent a houseboat, canoe, kayak,
or take a water-taxi. Most of the folks we saw zipped around, in straight lines, in fishing boats.
While the often light-to-no wind made it slow going, pulling out the oars enabled us to keep moving.
Piper Belle had just enough room for our camping gear (for three nights), food, water, and us!
We elected a third night rather than break camp and head back during a storm. We braced for a
gully-washer Tuesday night, scooping out the gutter around the tent platform and putting extra lines
on the fly, but in the end had only a sprinkle.

The birch and pine, quartz-veined granite, frogs, garter snakes, beavers, loons, potential for
bear sightings, and thankfully few mosquitos made Voyageurs our favorite landing by far. The
moon and stars twinkling UP from the surface of the lake, and the deep quiet, moved us greatly.
We highly recommend this destination, perhaps more so when Canada reopens to American
visitors.

TSM Member Family Sailing Day

Our first sailing day on July 25 was great fun. See the TSC web facebrook page for some
great photos taken by Linda. Let’s do it again!... We would like to invite sailing class graduates and qualified TSC sailors to sail dinghies on Saturday morning September 11 from 9 a.m.
–12 p.m. We will wash down, derig, and stow boats from 12–1 p.m.
Come sail zests, teras, lasers, and Americans, or BYOB.
The Thunderbird Sailing Club will have a safety boat/coaching boat on the water and will supervise rigging and derigging of boats.
Each sailor and parent will be responsible for cleaning and stowing each boat used.
Masks will be required on shore.
All kids must have a parent /guardian attending.
Please bring your own:
- sunscreen
- closed toe shoes
- swim or wet wear
- coast guard approved type II life vest
Volunteers are needed for rigging, coaching and clean up. For more information, or to volunteer, call Phil at the number below.

New sign at State Parks

The new pay system is in place for the state parks, including
Lake Thunderbird. If you text to the number on the sign, you can
download an app for daily pay. To sign up for the yearly program,
see a park ranger. You will need an ID and your auto registration.
Discounts are available for OK residents, people 62 and over,
veterans, and those who are disabled.
Mirror hang tags will be sent to those with yearly passes.

Shared Boat Program

This could be you. Sailing is a lot of fun and can be done while maintaining reasonable social distancing. Join us for a great fall
season of sailing. Gusto pictured above is a TSC member’s boat and not a Shared Boat Program option.

Both Sharmock, our Oday 24, and Vesta, our Precision 23, are fully subscribed. We still have
openings on the Capri 21, Capricious. You can join her for $200, or $150, if already at TSC
member, from now until the end of the calendar year. If interested contact Jim Eller, TSC SBP
coordinator at 405-924-3148 or at wjimeller@gmail.com

Shared Boat Council to meet, September 10th at 7pm. This will be a Zoom
meeting of TSC SBP representatives from each boat and the TSC Board, and LTEF Foundation.
Guest are welcome, contact Jim if interested, see above for contact info.
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Treasurer’s Report
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, Fredrica Cottrell

New Member

Renewing your TSC membership:

It is never too late to renew your membership. I
realize this has been a trying year for everyone. The TSC is on the water and having limited
contact social events. Your support is still needed. If you have any questions about your membership, please contact Fredrica Cotrel.

We are pleased to have new members
join the club in July.
Thank You!
Please welcome:
Dave and Frances Sabatini

If you have any questions about your membership, please contact me. Thank you.
Membership Information
If any of your membership
information has changed,
please contact:
Fredrica Cottrell
3704 Ives Way
Norman, OK 73072
405-760-2894
facottrell@att.net

Clove Hitch Again!

Thunderbird Sailing Club
Membership:

Regular Members:
$99 per year
Associate Members:
$50 per year
Student Members
$25 per year

Member Since:
Name:

Spouse:

Street Address:
City, Zip:

Home Phone:

Cell Phone(s):
E-mail(s):
Boat Type:

Boat Name:

Member Birthday:

Spouse Birthday:

FOR SALE

Only one Vanguard Pram left! $800. See ad on FB Marketplace,
Craigslist, or Sailing Texas.

