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I'm having a problem with what to say in this column. We have great things happening with the
club that include wonderful sailing classes, exceptional equipment (boats), and dedicated, fully
trained instructors.
I chose to tell a story, and you all know that sailing stories may be fictional. But, this is true to
the best of my memory.
It was a beautiful day and I was the Boating Director – Sailing Instructor, at a large camp in the
Arbuckle Mountains. My main task for the day was to take a small group out for keel boat instruction on Lake Murray. The group was made up of our Counselors In Training and the CIT
director (all female). They had all completed basic sailing instruction and showed proficiency
with a Sunfish.
It seemed that I was leading a charmed life at the time. Because my car was in the shop, the
Camp Director said that instead of driving a camp truck, I should drive his car. It was a 1969
full convertible Corvette.
The CIT's came in a van, and I met them at the sloop on Lake Murray. The girls showed that
they could rig the sloop (with some coaching). Soon, we were underway with a wind of around
13 knots. My destination was a carpeted dock on the far end of the lake. With current wind conditions at 90 degrees to the boat I'd be on a beam reach both ways. It would be easy sailing, but
not the best for instruction. Everyone had an opportunity at the helm and trimming the genny.
As we sailed, the CIT Director commented how great it was that we were being paid for sailing
on a perfect day. It was smooth sailing to the dock. We secured the boat and gave the students
some time to swim (the CIT director and I were both Red Cross Water Safety Instructors, so we
took turns as lifeguard). Following the swim, we had lunch. As we were preparing to leave the
dock for the return sail, I saw what looked like storm clouds in the distance. I had checked the
reports earlier. It was supposed to be clear and calm with a chance of thunderstorms in the middle of the night. It was still nice weather, but I was getting a wind shift.
I felt it would be uncharacteristic to have any problems on a small lake in Oklahoma, but, now
we were into the wind, it was point and tack. The winds picked up and we started getting spray.
We were already getting wet and then a thick rain came. I was Ok but it was definitely different
from the way we started. Now the students huddled in the cuddy cabin. It was at this point that
the CIT director made a good point when she said "This is why we get paid". Now, I was fine,
this still seemed like a fun day of sailing to me. Soon I could see Tucker Tower. As we approached the marina, we were sheltered in the cove and the rain stopped. I had the girls come
out of the cabin and sail us back to our mooring buoy and my dingy and had them practice a
“man overboard approach". Now the sun came out so I went to Lake Murray Lodge and took a
brief swim. Then it was just drop the top and head back to camp.
This was a long story to get there, but in relationship to our
pandemic, I think that we can now see Tucker Tower, the
mooring buoy and my dingy. What we can do is hang on for
the future and protect our health and happiness. As soon as the
weather permits, we will resume our "bring your own picnics
on the grass by the lake".
Les Long
Commodore

Virtual Gatherings – they do take a village…
Submitted by Lorraine Sylvester

While some of us have received vaccines, we all still need to be vigilant and practice appropriate masking and distancing protocols. While it is difficult to see how enjoyable our gatherings
have been from the pictures below (that’s Marles smiling, and certainly Kelly Spelman…
maybe Les…hard to tell with everyone else), they really have been fun and educational. Listening to “First Sail” stories at our February meeting was great. We had nearly 20 in attendance…sorry no recording available. I want to personally thank Marles Bradley for helping at
least one member access ZOOM and our meeting (welcome back Doris!!). It reminds me that
we all can do a little part to assist others during these stressful times…whether we be ZOOMING or just plain living! Let us know if you need help connecting with club members for
meetings… Thanks to all that have helped keep us connected!

Boat House Status Update
Submitted by Jerry Lojka
Hello all,
An update on the boat house status. In anticipation of the extremely cold weather, we opened all the doors
and turned the thermostats up to 50 deg. We also placed two space heaters in strategic locations. We had no
problems with water or electricity in the building. The lake froze solid around the dock and one side was
weighed down with ice. We will see if any lasting damage was done to the walkway to the dock. All the
boats are secure and seem to have weathered the severe temps pretty well. So glad we have the new cover
for the Zests.
Regards,
Jerry Lojka, Boathouse committee chair

Guess where TSC’s Burgee is now! Where will it go next?
Submitted by Lorraine Sylvester
TSC will be getting new burgees soon, so if you are going somewhere to sail, or need one for your boat (members) let us
know! As you can tell from Sean’s story below, it’s a great way to spread sailing camaraderie around!
Sean Stilten shares his experiences in Kwajalein, and he shared one of our burgees! Soon you will get to see one from
the Kwajalein Yacht Club at our Boathouse. Sean shares his story below. After that bad cold snap, these pictures make
me feel warm…and, consistent 15-17 knots is about just right-for me!

Guess where TSC’s Burgee is now! Where will it go next?
Submitted by Sean Stelten
Hey TSC! My name is Sean Stelten and I came to central Oklahoma in July from the US Army Garrison - Kwajalein
Atoll in the Republic of the Marshall Islands. I lived out there for 4 years, where I worked as a contractor at the weather
station. During my last two years I started to learn how to sail with a few friends of mine who owned a Malcolm Tennant Turissimo catamaran and was able to sail/learn on a few more boats that were owned by members of the Kwajalein
Yacht Club. As seen in the pictures, KYC asked if I could send them a TSC burgee to hang up in the boathouse, and in
return they would send a
KYC burgee. So as of late January, TSC now has a presence in the middle of the Pacific, 6000 miles away!
Kwajalein Atoll was a very interesting sailing locale in that it offered a wide variety of sailing difficulty. Areas and
beaches in the lagoon near KYC were usually protected enough for beginner sailing classes on Sunfish, while sailing
oceanside off the southern tip of the island could be a challenge for even some of the more experienced sailors during
the windy season. The Turissimo cat. that I sailed was almost strictly a lagoon boat (due to condition), unless it was being sailed along the west reef where it was significantly more protected from the predominant swells out of the east.
Over the years I was able to take part in quite a few sails, from 3-hour sunset sails up and down the east side of the lagoon to 8-hour sails from one tip of the atoll to the other. If you’re interested, some drone footage from my final sailing/
camping trip can be seen here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVw1A4KVZHU

Overall, it was an amazing experience that I do miss very much, however coming to central OK has been an experience
of its own (especially with me being a meteorologist and all the crazy weather we’ve had since I got here). In many
ways I find sailing on Lake Thunderbird more challenging purely due to wind variability. At Kwajalein the wind was
almost always 15-17 knots out of the ENE, so you’d just throw up your sails and go.
Hoping that as things get better with COVID I can be more involved and meet/sail with some more members!
Sean, thanks so much for sharing this amazing place and his experience there with the
TSC.

THE LAKE THUNDERBIRD EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION LEADERSHIP
PRESIDENT:

Phil Moershel (1 year)
Oklahoma Water Resources Board, Retired

VICE-PRESIDENT:

Mr. David Gray (1 year)
Gray Investment Enterprises, Co-owner

SECRETARY:

Lorrie Sylvester
Professor of Physical Therapy (3 year term)
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BOARD ATTORNEY:

Mrs. Betsey Streuli, JD (3 year)
Attorney, Office of the General Council
Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

Jim Eller
Minister, Retired

LTEF BOARD MEMBERS
Les Cummings, Connie Divine, Steven English, Marilyn Friend, David Gray, Walt Hedrick, Frank Lawler, Jerry Loyka, Betsey Streuli,
Brenda Woods

LTEF is the non-profit organization that has been created to help fund and sustain water safety and water sports here on Lake
Thunderbird. LTEF has been instrumental in helping get the BoatHouse roof replaces, assisting with creation of the Shared Boat
Program and the replacing of our teaching fleet with RS Zests and Teras. All of which has been made possible by the generous
contributions of our members and water sport enthusiasts. Thanks to one and all for these gifts. And if you would like to contribute, please send checks to LTEF 3909 Pimlico Dr. Norman OK 73072
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Treasurer’s Report
Renewing your TSC membership:

Regatta Donations:
A big thank you for donating to the
cancelled Layton Regatta.
Bob & Mary Anthony
Dave Craigie
Jerry Lojka

2021 New Member
None!
If you wish to join the Sailing
club or have friends interested in the club, the nmebership form is attached.

It’s 2021, membership renewals are now due.
Membership renewals went out via e-mail in
December. I have received about 35% of the
number of renewals sent so far this year, leaving
over 60% of renewals outstanding. You can renew by mail, Paypal or hand me a check when we
resume in person meeting. Once I receive your
renewal payment, I’ll issue your 2021 membership
cards. Send me any e-mail at facottrell@att.net,
if you have any questions or have not received a
renewal form. Membership renewals are due January 1 for the 2021 calendar year. Even though
we are not having monthly in person meeting at
the current time, the club is still offering services
to its membership. Your membership dues help
support these services and the boathouse.
For those who have responded with your annual
renewal payment, you should have received and
electronic membership card. Thank You!

If you have any questions about your membership, please contact me. Thank you.
Membership Information
If any of your membership
information has changed,
please contact:
Fredrica Cottrell
3704 Ives Way
Norman, OK 73072
405-760-2894
facottrell@att.net

Thunderbird Sailing Club
Membership:
Regular Members:
$125 per year
Associate Members:
$75 per year
Student Members
$25 per year

From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary,
Fredrica Cottrell

Member Since:
Name:

Spouse:

Street Address:

City, Zip:

Home Phone:

Cell Phone(s):
E-mail(s):
Boat Type:

Boat Name:

Member Birthday:

Spouse Birthday:

FOR SALE

Only one Vanguard Pram left! $800. See ad on FB Marketplace,
Craigslist, or Sailing Texas.

