
 

 

Mainsheet 

2021 TSC Officers 
 

Commodore 
Les Long 
(806) 773-3212 
leslong3369@gmail.com 
 
Vice Commodore 
David Gray 
(405) 447-7946 
swimcoach@cox.net 
 
Rear Commodore 
Rick & Kelly Spellman 
(405) 409-9594 
kelly.spelman@gmail.com 
 
Fleet Captain 
Phil Moershel 
(405) 208-1532 
phil@moershel.com 
 
Secretary 
Hadley Jerman 
(405) 706-6027 
hjerman@ou.edu  
  
Treasurer 
Fredrica Cottrell 
(405) 364-9902 
facottrell@att.net 
 
Mainsheet Editor  
Eddie Lao  
(405) 328-8061 
eddie9394@gmail.com 
 
BoatHouse Manager 
Jerry Lojka 
(405) 620-4498 
jerrylojka@gmail.com 

 
Past Commodore 
Jerry Lojka 
(405) 620-4498 
jerrylojka@gmail.com 

Thunderbird Sailing Club  Norman, Oklahoma July, 2021  

I am really looking forward to our upcoming "Cheeseburgers 

in Paradise" club meeting, and disappointed that weather 

caused us not to have the "Raft Up". Both seem like a return 

to normalcy. Our club meeting will be on Saturday July 17th 

at 6:30. We will have cheeseburgers, beverages, live music, 

and an opportunity to visit with our Sailing Club comrades. 

 

Weather has been a challenge, but our sailing instruction has 

been a great success. We all owe a great deal of gratitude to 

our instructors and other helpers. I want to give a special 

“thank you” to Phil Moershel and Jerry Lojka for their above 

and beyond call to duty in our Oklahoma heat and humidity. 

Along with our other instructors, they have provided a quali-

ty experience, both for our students and volunteers. Our 

Share Boats continue to be a success and there are still some 

opportunities to join this program.  This would be the perfect 

time to encourage your friends who have shown interest and 

might want to join TSC by joining a shared boat. 

 

I look forward to seeing everyone at our club meeting and 

hope that everyone stays happy and healthy. 

 

Les Long 

Commodore  



 

 

2021  BoatHouse Schedule 

Wednesday, July 7  5:00pm  Adult Small Boat Sailing 
Thursday, July 8  5:00pm  Adult Small Boat Sailing 
Friday, July 9  5:00pm  Adult Small Boat Sailing 
Saturday, July 10  9am-Noon BoatHouse Sail 
Wednesday, July 14  5:00pm  Adult Small Boat Sailing 
Thursday, July 15  5:00pm  Adult Small Boat Sailing 
Friday, July 16  5:00pm  Adult Small Boat Sailing 
Saturday, July 17  7:00am  Triathlete Splash and Dash 
    4:30pm  TSC Board Meeting 4:30 before regular meeting 
    6:30pm  Monthly TSC Meeting - Cheeseburgers in Paradise 
Friday, July 23  Evening Raft Up 
Friday, August 6  2:00pm  Reynolds BoatHouse rental 
Saturday, August 2  7:30am-5:00pm  OKASA Waterfest 

4:30pm TSC Board Meeting 4:30 before regular meeting 
6:00pm  Monthly TSC Meeting 

Friday, August 20 Evening Raft Up 
Friday, August 27  8:00am  Basic Keelboat Instructor Evaluative Course 
Saturday, August 28  8:00am  Basic Keelboat Instructor Evaluative Course 
Sunday, August 29  8:00am  Basic Keelboat Instructor Evaluative Course 
Saturday, September 18  4:30pm  TSC Board Meeting  
     4:30 before regular meeting 
     6:00pm  Monthly TSC Meeting 
Friday, September 24,  6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class 
Friday, October 1, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class 
Saturday, October 2  8:00am  CAST for kids 
Friday, October 8, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class 
Sunday, October 10 

8:00am  Layton Regatta 
Saturday, October 16  4:30pm  TSC Board Meeting  
     4:30 before regular meeting 
     6:00pm  Monthly TSC Meeting 
Sunday, October 31  1:00pm  Norman water quality workshop 
Saturday, November 6, 2021  8:00am  Hiram Douglas Regatta 
Recurring Events:  Wednesday Commodore’s Cup Regattas starting at 6:30pm 
Saturday BoatHouse Sail  9am-Noon 
OKC Tri Club: swims Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 6pm 
 



 

 

 

This June has definitely been interesting and challenging where the sailing school 

has been concerned.   

 

No wind. Lots of winds and more rain than any of us can recall. The lake is at 

Spring level; up in the grass at the boathouse. At least the water is warm. All of the 

classes were successful and many thanks to the volunteers who make all of the 

classes possible. We have had a total of 22 volunteers who showed up multiple 

times which translates into nearly 420 volunteer hours. This is why we can contin-

ue to offer our classes at a substantially cheaper rate that the all-paid staff of most 

other sailing schools. The returning students all comment that the Zests and Teras 

are the best boats ever. We had 6 teen-volunteers who made the classes all the more 

enjoyable. We are all tired but grati-

fied at the success of the classes.   

 

Adult Small Boat classes start July 

7th.  

 

Thank you to the TSC, LTEF and the 

Triathletes for their financial support 

of the boathouse.  

 

Warm regards, 

 

Jerry Lojka,  

Boathouse Management Chair 

 

 



 

 

Become  
a  

much needed 

BASIC KEELBOAT INSTRUCTOR! 
Confuse your enemies, impress your friends! 

Wear the US Sailing Instructor hat with pride! 
Join our elite rank of certified sailing instructors 

Sign up now! 
 
Basic Keelboat Instructor Evaluative Course at Thunderbird Sailing Club 
Friday Saturday and Sunday 8/27/2021   -   8/29/2021 
 
 
https://www.ussailing.org/education/instructor/keelboat-instructor-programs/ 
 
Keelboat Instructor Programs - US Sailing. The Basic Keelboat Instructor Course is a 3-day evaluation allowing experi-
enced keelboat instructors to test and evaluate their teaching and sailing skills. Candidates should anticipate single-
handing a keelboat while demonstrating competency in sailing off a dock, mooring or slip, tacking, jibing, stopping, 
backing the boat and returning to ... 
www.ussailing.org 
 
Get a $50 discount for early registration 
 
Lunch will be provided, scholarships are available 
For mor information call phil@moershel.com 405 208 1532 

 
 



 

 

Sailing Alone or Sailing with Friends, Sailing can be so much Fun 

When I bought my boat, a Catalina 22, I had been sailing for years, but usually as crewing for 

someone else.  I had owned smaller boats, a Sunfish and a Vanguard Valant, an 18.5-foot rac-

er.  But the Catalina was a bit bigger and being the owner and skipper is different than just be-

ing crew.  I was used to sailing with other people or not being in charge.  So, I took experi-

enced crew with me at first, but did not single hand much.  Then one of my experienced crew 

said, “If you only sail when you can get someone else to go along, you will sail a lot less than if 

you learn to single hand a little better.” So, I rigged my boat with a downhaul for the jib, added 

a couple of clutches for the halyards.  I rigged my boat to be easy to single hand.  I sailed a lot 

more.  My friend was right.  We become an experienced sailor by having more experience.  

And sure, there are mistakes along the way, just hopefully not too serious in their nature.   

And taking along others is its own skill.  Helping others learn, letting them take a turn at the 

helm. In the culture of boating on the West Coast, skippers bring snacks, food if needed, and 

beverages.  And sometimes beginners just want a chance to go out, but don’t know how to get 

on a boat. You can get out sailing by asking someone if you can go with them.  You can try 

catching someone going out for a Wednesday evening race by waiting at Little River Marina 

between 5-5:30pm or showing up on the BoatHouse dock around 6pm and waving down a 

ride.  You can show up almost any Saturday on the BoatHouse and get access to the small boat 

fleet, pending the approval of the BoatHouse manager or event skipper. 

If you are a boat owner or a Shared Boat member, consider asking someone who is a member, 

but you do not see sailing much, to join you.  The more the merrier.  Sailing is fun, and it’s fun 

to share.     -Jim Eller 



 

 

Pictures from TSC June sailing Class  
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Pictures from TSC June sailing Class  



 

 

June Raft Up 

June 25th, 7-9pm 

Bring a drink, bring a snack to share, bring a friend, and join in the fun of an out-

door party on the water.  The party starts at 7pm, weather permitting.  The pon-

toon boat will leave from the BoatHouse at 6:45pm.  Any member or friend is 

welcome to be on the pontoon.  We will anchor out boat tied to boat between 

Mark One and the former Clear Creek Café cove.  Hope to see you there.   

Let’s Try again...July Raft Up 

July 23rd, 7-9pm 



 

 



 

 

ADULT SMALL BOAT CLASS BEGINS JULY 7 
 

The adult small boat class is overflowing with new sailors. We have 9 enrolled.  There are 3 
couples, 2 guys, and my crew person Helga Stephan.  Mike Jablonski and his wife Adrianne 
have been to our summer meetings and their kids have been in summer camps.  They also 
took the keel boat class.  This year’s class is experimenting with a different schedule to elimi-
nate Saturday class.  This year’s class will be on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday evenings 
during 2 consecutive weeks.  

 

JULY 7, 8, 9 FROM  5PM TO 9PM 

AND 

JULY 14, 15, 16 FROM 5PM TO 9PM 

 

The new members of the club and class participants are Helga Stephan, Mike Jablonski, 
Javier Martin, Meaghan Story, Daniel Moulton, Kelly and Josh Burchett, and Kerri and Colby 
Keck. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Oklahoma Adaptive Sports Association-OKASA is hosting WATERFEST August 21st from 9am-5pm.  WA-
TERFEST is a great way for our community members with varying physical disabilities to learn how to water-
ski, sail, or kayak. Our experienced staff, instructors, and volunteers help make it a pleasure to participate in 
these activities in a safe environment. 
 
The Clinic setup begins at 7:30 a.m. and cleanup is complete by 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 21st at The 
Lake Thunderbird Boathouse.  Volunteer duties include, but are not limited to, loading and unloading equip-
ment, life guarding, transfers, aiding with mobility, skiing, sailing and kayaking assistance and to help en-
sure participants are having a rewarding day at the lake. 
 
Volunteers need to be capable of lifting heavy loads and very comfortable in the water.  
 
If interested, complete the registration form (below), indicate previous experience areas and complete the 
medical/waiver form.  Please Register by August 5th. 
 
For additional information or to register call Greg Horneber at (405) 644-5440.  Please send below information 
to: greg.horneber@integrisok.com; or Greg Horneber, 4100 S. Douglas Ave, Oklahoma City, OK 73109 

 
 
 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________________ State: _________ ZIP: __________ 
 
Phone: ___________________  Age: ______________  Email:____________________________________ 
 
T-Shirt:  ___S  ___M  ___LG ___XL  ___XXL 
      
Volunteer Experience: 
___Adaptive Water ski clinics ___Number of Clinics Attended 
___Adaptive Sailing clinics ___Number of Clinics Attended 
___Adaptive Kayaking/Canoeing ___Number of Clinics Attended 
 
Adaptive water ski experience with: 
___driving and pulling adaptive skiers ___transfers 
___driving personal watercraft ___sizing and fitting ski cages 
___sit ski instruction ___deep water dragging 
___certified lifeguard ___shallow water starts 
___quick release operation 
 



 

 

Commodores cup races get off to a rocky start 

 

Weather and sailing classes have taken their toll on the Commodore’s 
Cup races in June. So its not too late to get in to the fray.  There is lost of 
time to make up for missed races and to get those points built up. If you 
want to come out to mix things up, get on the racing GROUP ME mes-
sage app.  Text phil at 405 208 1532 and we will get you added for 
Wednesday evening race details. 

 
I am looking for volunteers to help organize the first annual TSC 
Zest  and other centerboard race for Saturday July 31 
Phil 

July 31 Centerboard Race 
Lets have some fun racing the new zest fleet! 

 

Compete for bragging rights and a TSC t shirt 

Fleets will be RS zest,  Laser and sunfish 

July 31, 9:00 am first start. 

Qualified TSC members may  share  the teaching fleets for this com-

petition.  If you’re interested in racing or helping out on a com-

mittee boat for this race call phil@moershel.com 405 208 1532 



 

 

Doris   Shoemaker 3  

Steve  Bradford  5  

Jenny  Lao   6  

Michael  Galoob  7  

Corbett  Brown  9 

Allison  Tran   10 

James  Waller  11 

Greg   Stevens  12 

Les    Long   16 

Les   Cummings 17 

Jennifer   Waldrop  18 

David  Brockus  19 

Ed   Shoemaker 20 

Judy   Chapman  22 

Mary   Burrows  23 

Phil   Dame  24 

Adam  Gibson  24 



 

 

 

Renewing your TSC membership: 
 

Membership renewals were sent electroni-
cally this year, but unfortunately, some of 
you have forgotten about the e-mail.  You 
can renew by mail, PayPal, or hand me 
your payment at the monthly meetings 
(starting in May). 
For those who have responded with your 
annual renewal payment, you should have 
received and electronic membership 
card.  Thank You! 
 
If you have any questions about your 
membership, please contact me. Thanks. 
 

 
 

From your Treasurer and Membership Secre-

tary,  

Fredrica Cottrell 

Membership Information 
  
If any of your membership 
information has changed, 
please contact: 
  
Fredrica Cottrell 
3704 Ives Way 
Norman, OK  73072 
405-760-2894 
facottrell@att.net 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
Membership: 
  
Regular Members: 
$125 per year 
  
Associate Members: 
$75 per year 
  
Student Members 
$25 per year 
  

Treasurer’s Report 

 

2021 New Member 

Robert & Rebecca Marriott 

Zachary Elkins 

Patrick & Kristi Mitchell 

Marco A. Aveledo 

 

 

If you wish to join the sailing club or 

have friends interested in the club, 

the membership form can be found 

on our website, in the mainsheet or 

I will email a copy to you.  

  
 



 

 

 

Member Since:   

Name: Spouse: 

Street Address: 

City, Zip: Home Phone: 

Cell Phone(s):   

E-mail(s):   

    

Boat Type: Boat Name: 

Member Birthday: Spouse Birthday: 



 

 

 

FOR SALE 

Only one Vanguard Pram left! $800. See ad on FB Marketplace, 
Craigslist, or Sailing Texas.  


