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(405) 328-8061
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BoatHouse Manager 
Jerry Lojka 
(405) 620-4498
jerrylojka@gmail.com

Past Commodore 
Jerry Lojka 
(405) 620-4498
jerrylojka@gmail.com

Thunderbird Sailing Club Norman, Oklahoma September,  2021 

Fall is a wonderful time to sail in Oklahoma. We have sailing, raft-ups, re-

gattas, CAST,  "Boats, Blues, and Barbecue" - and great friends to enjoy 

it with. Club sailing time on Saturday (9:00 to 12:00) is going great. If you 

haven't been out, this is an opportunity for members to  enjoy our fleet of 

centerboard sailboats. Quite a few of the recent sail class students have 

been coming out to hone their skills (while we also have a great time). 

This is another opportunity to recognize the efforts of our sailing 

instructors, and the impact they've had on getting new members and our 

active Sat-urday sailors. We also have some OU Sailors out on our 

Saturday open sails.  

Remember to mark your calendar for our September Club Meeting at 

6:00 on Saturday September 18th. This will be our "Boats, Blues, and 

Barbecue" meeting with Jim Madsen and his band's Lake-Side Music. 

Our dining will be potluck. I've always loved the culinary dishes our mem-

bers provide. The assignments for items are as follows: 

Potluck  

A-G: Veggies

H-M: Appetizers/Fruit

N-S: Desserts/Breads

T-Z:  Main Dishes

I want to thank all of the individuals who have added new photos to our 

web-site and Facebook. This adds club excitement and shows off our 

new training boats. 

I look forward to 'Boats, Blues, and Barbecue" and hope to see all of you 

there.

Les Long 

Commodore 

mailto:phil@moershel.com


 

 

2021  BoatHouse Schedule 

 

September 17  Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class 

September 18  Saturday, 4:30pm  TSC Board Meeting 

    4:30 before regular meeting 

    6:00pm  Monthly TSC Meeting 

September 24  Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class 

October 1 Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class 

October 2  Saturday, 8:00am  CAST for Kids 

October 10  Sunday, 8:00am  Layton Regatta 

October 16  Saturday, 4:30pm  TSC Board Meeting  

          4:30 before regular meeting 

  6:00pm  Monthly TSC Meeting 

October 31  Sunday, 1:00pm  Norman water quality workshop 

November 6  Saturday, 2021  8:00am  Hiram Douglas Regatta 

November 20  Saturday, 4:30pm  TSC Board Meeting  

  4:30 before regular meeting 

  6:00pm  Monthly TSC Meeting, Annual Business Meeting 

December   11 tentative - date TBA - TSC Meeting/Holiday party      

Recurring Events:   

 Wednesday Commodore’s Cup Regattas starting at 6:30pm. 

 Tri-OKC swims Wednesday evenings 6:00pm. 

NOTE: We also have a Google Calendar for our BoatHouse activities.  Here is the 

link: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=thunderbirdsailingclub%

40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago  



 

 

August has been another busy month at the boathouse. A lot of effort has been expended in 

bringing two of the FJ’s back to good sailing condition thanks to Piers Hale. Saturday sailing 

is a huge success and a Scouting troop from Norman has been using the BH each Monday 

evening for its meeting. The Tri-athletes of OKC had two events at the boathouse in addition 

to its weekly swim on Wed evenings.  August 27-29 was the Keelboat Instructor Assessment. 

The process is challenging for participants andvolunteers alike. As always, without the dedi-

cation of the volunteers in the organization sacrificing their time to support the activities at 

the boathouse, it would cease to exist. Many thanks to you all. 

 

The sixteen-foot skiff is being re-powered with a 4-

stroke 40hp Yamaha motor in the coming week, if all 

goes well. The boathouse committee is constantly 

working to upgrade, improve, expand or enhance the 

equipment and facility. When donating to support the 

boathouse, always make the donation to LTEF so you 

can claim the tax deduction, if that does you any 

good. We are looking forward to another busy month 

in September. Weekly Saturday sailing is continuing 

as long as the weather is good. 

 

 

Jerry Lojka,  

Boathouse Management Chair 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GET A 10% HANDICAP BONUS!! 
 

FLEET CAPTAIN’S FALL SPECIAL 
 

 

Commodore’s cup sailors… For the weekly Wednesday sailing prize, get a 10% handicap bonus 
for every extra crew you carry above your normal complement of a skipper and two crew. So, if you 
take and extra person and your phrf is 216 your handicap will be increased to 238*. That’s an extra 
22 seconds a mile or more than a minute in our 3 mile course! To help redeem your 10% bonus 
handicap just post a request for extra crew on the Thunderbird racing “GroupMe”! No commuter 
lane mannikins will be allowed! 
 
For our weekly prizes, the Base handicap for the Shamrock will be increased to match the Catalina 
22 and the base handicap for the Pegasus will be increased to match the handicap for the Hunter 
26* to account for their reduced sail areas. (*These handicap numbers will apply only to the weekly race 
results and prize and not towards the commodore’s cup final score.) 
 

To help redeem your 10% bonus handicap just post a request 
for extra crew on the Thunderbird racing “groupme”! 
 
August 25 th ’ prize of 12 405 brewery beer was donated by our commodore and was won by Paul 
and the deserving crew of the Capricious, second place Braum’s milkshake gift cards was won by 
Jerry sailing solo on the Incipient . The September 1 st prize will be a bottle of Chateau Thunder-
sludge or other worthy wine. Please let me know if you have a suitable prize to donate for a future 
race. 
 
The fall equinox is approaching, with that, earlier sunsets. We will start a reverse handicap start 
schedule beginning with the September 8 th race. This should allow all boats to finish before dark. 
Start times will be posted with the weekly sailing instructions. 
 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 IS TALK LIKE A PIRATE DAY. 
 
We will have a special race around the buoys on that afternoon with a 2:00 start. Pirate regalia and 
flags will earn a 10% handicap bonus. Each youth under 16 aboard will earn a 10% handicap bo-
nus! More kids = better handicap = winning time!!! Round up your kids and grab your parrot, lets 
race! Please rsvp to phil@moershel.com. 
 
Many thanks to the volunteers that helped make the instructors exam possible. Jim, Jim, Paul, Hel-
ga, Kelly and Rick, and Commodore Les all pitched in to shuttle boats, clean up and to get food 
out. Many thanks to David and Joyce for catering lunches every day! Congratulations to our new 
instructors! Many more thanks to Jerry. Gary and Keith for stepping up to become keelboat instruc-
tors! Congratulations to all! 



 

 

Class of 2021 Adult Small Boat Sailing Class 
 

Nine students completed the Adult Small Boat Sailing Class.  We had good wind and 

weather and used all the Zests, 2 America’s, Harbor, and both safety boats. 

 

Pictured from left to right Paul Reynolds, Josh Burchett, Kelly Burchett, Helga Stephen, 

Javier Martin (action figure), Colby Keck, Kerri Keck, Daniel Moulton, Mary Anne 

Secrist (front), Meaghan Story Moulton, Jerry Lojka, Michael Jablonski, and Phil 

Moershel. 

 

Volunteers were awesome contributing 132 onsite hours!  They included Paul and Lorri 

Reynolds, Nygaard Runner, Phil Moershel, Jerry Lojka, Jim Waller, Les Long, Jim 

Eller, Frederica Cottrell, and Sylvia Ritzky.  A big thank you to all volunteers! 

 

Mary Anne Secrist 



 

 

Three Cheers for our NEW Basic Keelboat Instructors!!!  

 

We held a gruesome three-day exam for US Sailing Keelboat Instructor candidates. Matt Meadows, Instruc-

tor Trainer, was the capable and professional grand inquisitor ... . 

This was not so much a training course as a challenging three-day examination of each candidate’s 

knowledge, sailing skills and teaching methods. Even the veteran sailors Jerry Lojka and Keith Campbell 

found it difficult and demanding, looking a little shell-shocked as they walked off the dock that first day. 

Just try to go out in an unfamiliar boat and perform on-demand, rapid and perfect quick-stop and figure-8 

overboard recoveries. Approach on a close reach and glide slowly up to the float. And rig, steer, reef, heave

-to, and trim just right on every point of sail. All that single-handed under critical observation and acerbic 

commentary. Not easy.  

Jerry is (literally) bloodied but unbowed from a laceration and couple abrasions - we had to patch him up 

and clean a lot of spilled blood from the cockpit. Then, ding-ding-ding, back in the ring. No stitches re-

quired, thank goodness. Everyone found the 1st day tough and humbling. They also had to succinctly and 

convincingly teach 2 sailing topics, one pre-assigned and the other with little notice, each followed by me-

ticulous critique.  

Thank you all for stepping up to make this class happen and to move the BoatHouse forward. We will have 

a 2nd Keelboat class this fall! There are at least 5 students on the waiting list. I particularly want to thank 

new sailor Gary Miller for coming 

aboard to make sure we had enough 

people to hold the class, practicing ad 

nauseum, and Lo and Behold, ACING 

the sailing skills. He missed a couple 

obscure questions on one of the exams 

but can retake it soon. 

Invaluable volunteers included coordi-

nator Phil Moershel, Helga Stephan 

(new safety boat and tractor driver!), 

Jim Waller, Les Long, Paul Reynolds, 

Linda Lojka,  and Jim Eller. Huge 

thanks to Rick and Kelly Spellman for 

setting out breakfast, and especially to 

David and Joyce Craigie for driving 

down to cook and serve three wonderful 

lunches. 

What a team! 



 

 

 

Quick-stop overboard recovery on Capricious. Had to resort to scratching 
the backstay to bring wind  

Action in KeelBoat Instructor Class  



 

 

Capri Clean-Up 

Y’all did a great job fixing up and cleaning up Capricious! It looks brand new. I had a great sail today and 

Monday is my only day off when I can get out on the lake. Thanks for a job well done! I took a few pictures 

… 

Dave Nehrenz 



 

 

About Share Boats  
The Shared boats were hugely useful during the Keel-

boat Instructors Examination last weekend. Thanks to 

all who labored to keep them up to snuff. It was a 

pleasure to show them off and describe the Shared 

Boat program. We hosted the US Sailing Instructor 

Trainer and 2 students who were from out of town. 

 

The next Keelboat class begins Sept. 17. Please be 

aware the boats might be reserved a little more fre-

quently over the following 3 weeks. 

  

Paul 
Beautiful hatch cover by Jim Waller 

Free San Juan 21 

I inherited a keel boat that I didn’t know how to use and haven’t moved for years. When I first got it, it 

had been restored and sailed, and other than a small leak into the cabin, it was perfect. Now, I have no 

idea. No one has had it on the water in years. It looks rough, and the trailer it is sitting on has two useless 

tires. I do have a clean title. It is a 1981 San Juan 21 foot boat. I would like to give it away to whoever 

could use it for parts or as a project boat. I’m looking for advice about finding someone who would want 

this boat even if it’s just for parts or to sell the metal parts.   Please contact jessm007@yahoo.com if in-

terested.  



 

 

Marilyn  Friend     1-Sep 

Teresa  Galoob    4-Sep 

Jamie  Benge    5-Sep 

Naree  Devenitch   5-Sep 

Thomas Mrazik    8-Sep 

Barrett   Williamson   12-Sep 

Mary  Boren    13-Sep 

Mary Anne Secrist    13-Sep 

Jill   Levan    14-Sep 

Kerry  Knowles   17-Sep 

Mary  Nourbakhsh-Rey 22-Sep 

Angela  Kasbohm    23-Sep 

Ray   Psikal    30-Sep 



 

 

 

Renewing your TSC membership: 
 

Membership renewals were sent electroni-
cally this year, but unfortunately, some of 
you have forgotten about the e-mail.  You 
can renew by mail, PayPal, or hand me 
your payment at the monthly meetings 
(starting in May). 
For those who have responded with your 
annual renewal payment, you should have 
received and electronic membership 
card.  Thank You! 
 
If you have any questions about your 
membership, please contact me. Thanks. 
 

 
 

From your Treasurer and Membership Secre-

tary,  

Fredrica Cottrell 

Membership Information 
  
If any of your membership 
information has changed, 
please contact: 
  
Fredrica Cottrell 
3704 Ives Way 
Norman, OK  73072 
405-760-2894 
facottrell@att.net 

Thunderbird Sailing Club 
Membership: 
  
Regular Members: 
$125 per year 
  
Associate Members: 
$75 per year 
  
Student Members 
$25 per year 
  

Treasurer’s Report 

 

2021 New Member 

Robert & Rebecca Marriott 

Zachary Elkins 

Patrick & Kristi Mitchell 

Marco A. Aveledo 

Patrick Skubic  

 

 

If you wish to join the sailing club or 

have friends interested in the club, 

the membership form can be found 

on our website, in the mainsheet or 

I will email a copy to you.  

  
 



 

 

 

Member Since:   

Name: Spouse: 

Street Address: 

City, Zip: Home Phone: 

Cell Phone(s):   

E-mail(s):   

    

Boat Type: Boat Name: 

Member Birthday: Spouse Birthday: 



 

 

 

FOR SALE 

Only one Vanguard Pram left! $800. See ad on FB Marketplace, 
Craigslist, or Sailing Texas.  


