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Welcome our new Commodore: David Gray
Ahoy Lake Thunderbird Club sailors and supporters. With
the beginning of the new year, a new board has been elected.
We have some new faces as well as some old hands in different capacities. Our last board did a fantastic job of leading us
through the doldrums of covid and kept us out of irons. The
club sets sail this coming year stronger than ever. As commodore I look forward to working with our new crew and
building on the successes of our previous board. Les Long
and his board lead us well through the difficult challenges of
the last year. Many thanks are in order. I am appreciative of
the faith and trust in me to captain the Thunderbird Sailing
Club to greater adventures.
Fair winds and following seas,
Commodore David Gray

Goodbye from Les Long
2021 has been a very interesting year. With Zoom meetings, bring your
own picnic on the back lawn (social distancing), Boats, Bar B Q and
Blues, races, sailing instruction, and finally a very well attended
Christmas Party.
It's been a year of challenges and accomplishments.
I want to thank you all for giving me the opportunity to serve as Commodore. I could not have done it without the tolerance and tutelage of
an experienced Board of Directors. The Club couldn't function without our other volunteers, the support and dedication of the Lake
Thunderbird Education Foundation and the hard work of the Boathouse Committee.
I look forward to 2022 hopefully with the full functioning of our club
and no reemergence of Covid,
I wish everyone a Happy New Year and "Fair winds, following seas
and long may your big jib draw".
Les Long, Past Commodore

Sail and Welcome in the New Year
We will again offer an opportunity to sail into the New Year. We will gather about Noon or
so January 1st, 2022. The OKC Tri will Polar Plunge and Noon. Then at 1pm sailors will take
to their boats, weather permitting, for a brief welcoming of the New Year Sail. Bring your
own black-eyed peas and cornbread.

The January 15th Monthly Program and Potluck
Program: TBA

A later email will include details for our 15h program and plans.

6pm gathering
6:30pm program
8pm clean up
Potluck: a-g main dishes ; h-m veggies ; n-s appetizers/fruit ; t-z desserts/breads

Happy New Year, sailors!
We have done some boat moving in preparation for the arrival of another ZEST.
Woohoo! One came available in Houston, TX at a great price so, we will go get it in
the next few weeks. Seven Zest’s will be great for all our classes. The Boathouse
was used for two state park employee’s functions in December. We are happy to
accommodate the park employees and foster a cooperative relationship with
them. I hope the winter months afford our volunteers time to rest from the hard
work of the summer months. I am already looking forward to our first Keelboat
class of the year and our first youth sailing class June 6th.
We all love to use the Boathouse for the many functions throughout the year. The
air conditioning units are now 20 years old and in poor condition. We have been
allocating money toward new units for a few years and we will be asking LTEF for
additional funding to replace these units in 2022. Please consider the value we
place in the use of our Boathouse when making donations to a 501(c)3 organization. The Boathouse and LTEF are both here
for us. We have had a fabulous 2021 in the
face of a pandemic that crushed other organizations. Thank you, again for all you do for the
wellbeing of our organization.
Fair winds,

Jerry Lojka,
Boathouse Management Committee Chair

A little adventure on the Gulf: Paul Reynolds
Lorrie and I set out the day after the Hiram regatta for Galveston, towing Piper Belle behind the Prius. We
stayed down-island on the bay side in an ABnB that turned out to be way more rustic than expected; it was,
however, directly on the water with a ramp next door. The fish cleaning/toothbrushing station drained directly into the bay a few feet from our army-style cots.
From the dock and swinging sofa we watched teams of pelicans in an endless display of dive-bombing, or
skimming the surface of the water, riding the ground effect for less drag. Porpoises scouted our little cove
when the wind shifted to blow into the cove. We had a really pleasant, calm sail a few miles east to a marina
for lunch. The wind piped up on the way back, downwind, making for some tricky balancing as the water was
too thin for a full daggerboard.

Galveston Island still has beautiful beaches; the expanse of sand at the southern end of the island is huge.
There is much construction going on, with newer buildings obvious for their overall size and the at least 12'
height of the pillars now required to crest a hurricane surge.
After 4 days of blissful idleness, I dropped Lorrie off at Houston Hobby for her plane home, then went to Houston Bush to pick up my old friend Dana from Wisconsin. We spent another day at the Fish Camp, rowing out
in blustery wind for another fishing expedition, successful I suppose if one small catfish counts. But a good
time was had by all.
We left the next morning for Florida, on a marathon drive, dozing a few hours at a truck stop, to make it to
my brother Matthew's home in Sarasota, and my niece's wedding shower. What a party! All of Erica's friends
together after 5 years, a full band, belly dancer, fire-dancers, and more than a pint of grog.
Matthew is building a 48' Kurt Hughes design catamaran for the sunset cruise trade on Lake Erie. The first hull
had just been wrestled and epoxied into shape. By now the bulkheads and stringers are in, deck on, faired
and sealed, and he's about to start the 2nd hull.
A couple days later Dana I towed the boat south to Pine Island, near Fort Myers. I set sail for Cayo Costa State
Park while Dana took the ferry. It was only about 5 miles, downwind again but great fun using the chart, compass, and navigation app. The many islands all look the same at sea level. So shallow - at times a foot of water
outside the channels. As they say in those parts, "If you fall overboard, stand up."
As I arrived at the island's Pelican Bay and park dock I heard a huge "wump" behind me and glanced back to
see a mass of water boiling up. Manatee! The camp was across island a mile but they kindly provided carts
for one's gear. The camping area had just reopened after 4 months of rat management. Previous reviews had
mentioned them as endemic, breaking into tents, and occupying picnic tables en masse. They are all apparently now resting in poisoned peace. Cayo Costa island boasts 9 miles of undisturbed beach, laden with
shells, populated by terns and plovers. No cars are allowed on island and there are just a few grandfatheredin homes.
We had a good 4 days of trudging around fishing the lagoon, coves, and beach with few results despite our
increasing smelly squid bait. Lots of wildlife. An alligator crashed into the lagoon close-by - we watched it
swimming lazily and basking on its private beach. I did catch what appeared to be a mullet, in the surf at sunset. It fried up nicely.
I had brought along my old homemade speargun, patched together with new innertube rubber and surgical
tubing. This was more aspirational than practical, but I was determined to try it, so finally entered off the
beach with mask, fins and speargun. It was windy, overcast, and the water green with visibility about 12 feet.
And besides, while stepping into the water the day before, a small shark had swam past my foot. I swam out
about 30 yards out, only 6 feet deep, with worries of the shark's larger cousins. Suddenly I was surrounded by
a school of pompano, who zipped closely around me 3 times then disappeared in a flash. Way too late I struggled to load my gun. I paddled around a few more minutes but went in well satisfied with the sight of the
those beautiful fish. It was all I had hoped for - a little bit of wilderness.

Dana and I sailed to Cabbage Key for a lunch not cooked over a backpacking stove, at the restaurant inspiration for Jimmy Buffet's "Cheeseburgers in Paradise." You can only arrive by boat and its on the ICW. Many big
boats had traveled a very long way. The waitress spoke of college and career decisions. We gave her some
really good advice, "What? Are you kidding? Just marry an old guy with money." There seemed to be plenty
of them around. Here's our picture - you can make out Piper Belle at the quay. Dana hides a pontoon boat
sporting a Trump flag - I probably should have included it to mark this grim era, I suppose. Also had a nice
conversation with a couple sailing an old sloop, who had hailed me, "Hey is that a Penobscot? A friend of
mine in Tulsa built one."
Sailing east back to the car was tricky as the wind put me on a close reach or close-hauled. Following the
channels was sometimes adverse and it's tough to sail upwind with you board part way up. Many tacks later I
arrived. But wending my way between the day marks, islands, and shallows, with a couple porpoises crossing
my bow, and a stiff tropical breeze - that was some of the best sailing I've ever had.
Paul

Designed by Arch Davis, the Penobscot 14 rowing and sailing dinghy is built of plywood lapstrake over douglas fir stringers and keel. This one has a lugsail rig. At long last, after a 5 year
build, she was sanded, varnished, and painted, the Piper Belle. From an earlier post ~ Paul

James here saying , Hello from St Thomas!
So most of the members who know me know I used to live in St Thomas. Lived there for nearly 14 years and moved back to Oklahoma in '02. But it's always been my plan do you have a
boat in st. Thomas that I can put on a charter plan with a charter company there so it could be
used and maintained while I'm not here and available and ready to go when I want to be here.
Which is racing season! So 16 years rolls by and I'm not getting any younger and realize that if
I'm going to do this I need to start shopping for a boat. A year later I found a boat that suited
my needs and something I could afford. An older Beneteau First 42. A racing cruising style
boat that is fast, comfortable cruiser, and live aboard. I bought it from the original owner who
at the time had it stored out of the water at Nanny Cay Marina in Tortola. It had been meticulously maintained its entire life and was in great condition. That being said ,it's still a boat. "A
hole in the water you pour money into." And after the recent major hurricane Irma/Maria all
those little Charter companies we're gone. And if that wasn't bad enough, here comes the pandemic! Tortola which is one of the British Virgin Islands put in a very very strict covid protocol that made it virtually impossible for me to go over and pull the boat out myself. So I had to
have somebody from there to deliver the boat to St Thomas. It needed a few things before it
can be put back into the water and by the time it was all said and done I had spent $5,000 to
get the boat delivered 8 Miles. So I had to come up with something myself to help offset the
expense of keeping a boat here. So I got a partner with the boat. A charter captain that has a lot
of cruising experience and a fun guy to be around so I think it's going to work out. We had her
out once sailing, and she sails great! But we're having engine overheating issues that we
thought we had fixed but now I have learned that we have a leaky head gasket and no mechanics available or room in the Boatyard to haul out so we can do a bottom job. This too is due to
the pandemic. All the charter boats from the British Virgin Islands are here because they're still
closed there.. It'll be April before there's an available space in the Shipyard to haul out. So
that's the plan! I had a great time spending Christmas here. Just hanging out on the boat,
beach, and friends was a great time!
I have faith that all this will smooth out and we will be sailing soon!

James Anderson In
Paradise

Congratulations to the following 2021 TSC Award Winners:
Snafu Award went to Paul Reynolds for adventures bold and ….

Commodore’s Cup Winner went to Incipient, with David Craigie, Jerry Lojka and
Jim Waller
Commodore’s Cup Spinnaker Class went to Capricious, with Paul Reynolds and
Jim Waller.
Ugly Masks award went to the Jabloski family.

Happy Birthday!
Happy Birthday to our members. Please, do send along best wishes to our members. You can do so with
Facebook, Text, email or a caring phone call. See contact information in our TSC directory.

January Birthdays
Karen Mellgren Crenshaw, 2-Jan

Lake Thunderbird
In January

Mary Doezema, 3-Jan
Connie Divine, 4-Jan

Rita Hendricks, 9-Jan
Tony Bradley, 9-Jan
Howard Haines, 15-Jan
Liane Ozmun, 16-Jan
Roger Elliott, 17-Jan
Becca Kirkham, 18-Jan

Barbra Rains, 19-Jan
Beth Brown, 22-Jan
Dorrie Trent-Graham, 25-Jan
Jan (Bobby) Cockerham, 30-Jan
Walter Hedrick, 30-Jan
David Tran, 30-Jan

Wilma DeBerry, 30-Jan
Brett Mason, 31-Jan

Lake Thunderbird
In July

From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, Fredrica Cottrell
From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, Fredrica Cottrell
2022 New Members:
Brian and Angela Risch

If you wish to join the sailing club or have friends interested in the club, the membership form can be found on our website, in
the mainsheet or I will email a copy to you.

2022 TSC membership:
Membership renewals for 2022 were sent at the end of November. Remember the membership year is January 1 through December 31. The club is active again with ongoing monthly meeting although we are still
practicing Covid precautions.
This year Helga Stephan will be assisting me by taking over the membership duties. She has created a new
email account for the treasurer (ThunderbirdSCTreasurer@gmail.com) We can both access this account but
you can always use facottrell@att.net. Helga will be sending a membership card to those members that
have already renewed and subsequent renewals. You can submit your membership dues by check, PayPal
or cash. Whenever you see either of us feel free to hand us a check or cash.
Members not receiving TSC email is due either to address errors or non-renewal for the past 2 years.
If you have any questions about your membership, please contact
me. Thanks.

Membership Information
If any of your membership
information has changed,
please contact:
Fredrica Cottrell
3704 Ives Way
Norman, OK 73072
405-760-2894
facottrell@att.net

Thunderbird Sailing Club
Membership:
Regular Members:
$125 per year
Associate Members:
$75 per year
Student Members
$25 per year

TunderbirdSCTreasuer@gmail.com

Fleet Captain: Racing Report
I hope to see you at the BoatHouse on New Year's Day. Please sail over, weather permitting.
Schedule is being firmed up but it appears the Tri-OKC will take their polar-plunge after 11:00.
Join if you dare. Bring your black-eyed peas, corn bread and holiday cheer for a get-together
at 12:00.
Lets start 2022 off in April or May with the postponed 2021 Layton. More on that later.
Paul

Shared Boat Program
Thunderbird Sailing Club is experimenting with a Shared Boat program. For a few more
dollars than our basic membership, you get access to a good sailboat in excellent condition.
We launched this program with Shamrock, an O’Day 24, and have room for twelve members
who are a part of the Shamrocker Team. We added a Capri 22, which uses hanked on sails, to
our Shared Boat Program with slots available for members committed to the Capri team. Vesta
is a Precision 23, the most recent of our Shared Boat fleet. There are a few slots available on
all three boats. If you want more information please contact Jim Eller at
Wjimeller@gmail.com or by calling Jim at 405-310-3556.

