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Rick & Kelley Spelman
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Greeting sailors!

Fleet Captain
Paul Reynolds

As the days are getting longer, and more often warmer, we hope you are finding yourself with a little more tiller time.
At our most recent board meeting, we discussed covid and our collective desire to resume in-person meetings. There was universal agreement for the following. 1) Inperson meetings can and should be done. We are committed to doing them and doing
them safely. 2) Everyone is tired of Zoom. 3) We all have decision fatigue and should
rely on experts to determine how to have safe meetings.
Fortunately, the CDC does have guidelines for how organizations can host gatherings
while minimizing risk. Here is the plan for now: On the Thursday before our club
meeting, we will review the CDC guidelines and our county’s risk status. We will email
the club on that Thursday before the meeting to confirm whether the meeting is inperson and share what precautions the CDC says we all need to take with mask wearing, etc., in order to meet safely.
Guidelines on meetings and information about our county risk level can be found
here: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/gatherings.html
We are looking forward to seeing you in-person soon!
Peace,
Michael Jablonski (Vice Commodore)

(405)250-2093
par2058@yahoo.com
Secretary
Hadley Jerman
405-706-6027
hjerman@ou.edu

Treasurer
Fredrica Cottrell
(405)364-9902
facottrell@att.net
Mainsheet Editor
Mary Anne Secrist
405-410-8582
m.secrist913@gmail.com

BOATHOUSE CHAIR
Greetings,
After three years of talking and planning, the HVAC
system at the boathouse has been replaced. On Feb
9th and 10th Alameda Heat and Air completed the
change-out. As usual, there were complications but,
the system is installed and works wonderfully. Many
thanks to the contractor for giving us a below-market
bid and completing the work is such a timely manner.
Thanks to Jim Eller for securing the contract with Alameda Heat and Air.
Phil Moershel is working on storage racks for the
Zests and Lasers so we can have all those boats under
cover from the summer sun and continued protection
during the winter months.
Last month I failed to thank Helga for the many hours
of labor she invested in sanding, grinding and painting
the Conex storage container in the boatyard.
Thanks to everyone who sacrifices time and effort on
behalf of the BoatHouse and its mission.
Fair winds,
Jerry Lojka,
BoatHouse Committee Chair

March 19th Monthly
Program and Potluck

6:00pm: Gather to enjoy Irish pot luck.
6:30pm: Program TBD.
8:00pm: Clean up.
NOTE: We will send an email if the decision to zoom is necessary.

New motor mount installation on the Vesta!
The Vesta, a Precision 23, which is part of the Share Boat Program, was in need of a new motor
mount for a couple of reasons. The main spring on the mount, which helps lower and raise the motor was broken, and the entire mount needed to be relocated to prevent the motor from dragging in
the water while on a starboard tack. After some research, Jim Eller procured the perfect replacement mount which had a 16-inch throw. The actual replacement effort took two days. The first day,
Jim Eller, Phil Moershel, Paul
Reynolds, and Gary Miller
pulled the boat off the water,
removed the motor and old
motor mount and tested the
new motor mount. On the
second day, the same gang
drilled the new repositioned
motor mount holes, sealed the
old motor mount holes, then
mounted the new motor mount
and motor. Finally, the Vesta
was put back on the water and
in her slip. Our club is certainly fortunate to have hardworking, skilled and knowledgeable
technicians like Phil, Paul, and
Jim.
Gary C. Miller

Shared Boat Program
There are a couple of openings on each boat, Shamrock – an Oday 24, Capricious – a Capri
22, and Vesta – a Precision 23. All three are great boats. We usually gain a few Shared Boat
members from our spring keelboat class. The class will run in April and is full. If you have
been thinking about joining the Shared Boat Program, this year we may have all three boats
fully subscribed. So, act now if you are interested. By the end of April there may not be
spots available. The cost is $250 per year in addition to being a Thunderbird Sailing Club
member.

LAYTON RESCHEDULED
From the Fleet Captain:
Jerry Layton was TSC Commodore when I joined in 1990 (?). He died tragically that year. Les Cummings established this race to honor him. Initially, Catalina 25’s were used, hence the plaque with the Catalina 25 half-model,
donated by Catalina designer and founder Frank Butler.
The 2021 Jerry Layton Regatta was cancelled due to high winds. The make-up regatta is scheduled for Saturday,
May 7. This event is a great way to meet other sailors and improve your skills. For those of you unfamiliar with
this regatta, there are 5 boats and 5 short races of about 15 minutes each. The 3 crew on each boat remain with
their boat while the 5 skippers rotate to a different boat each race. There's a prize for the winning skipper and the
winning crew. This regatta is a fundraiser for the safety and pontoon boats. Entry fees are $25 per skipper and
$15 per crew. Crews are assigned to boats by the race PRO in an effort to evenly distribute weight and skill levels. This is a fun low-pressure intro to racing and always entertaining for the crew as each new skipper takes
command. We will also need help with the mark boats and the committee boat. The next page is a sample score
sheet. Please call Paul to volunteer for skipper, crew, or race committee. Let's do it!
Thank you, Les Cummings, for the scoring sheet and photos.
Paul Reynolds, Fleet Captain
405-250-2093

MAY 7, 2022 (2021 Re-Do) LAYTON REGATTA
SKIPPER SCORE SHEET
RACE#

one

two

three

four

five

1. Helga Stephan
2. Michael Jablonski
3

Gary Miller

4. __YOU________
5. __YOU_________

RACE COMMITTEE/VOLUNTEERS — PAUL REYNOLDS (PRO)
1.___YOU______________________ 3._________________________________
2._____________________________

4 .___________YOU_____________________

CREW FOR EACH BOAT
Second Chance

Gusto

1.

MaryAnne

Jim E.

2.

YOU

YOU

Vesta

Shamrock

Capricious
Jim W.

YOU

3.
PFD’s REQUIRED. BRING YOUR OWN IF YOU HAVE ONE.

YOU

YOU

WHO:

You

WHAT:

CPR and First Aid Training

WHEN:

March 26, 9:00 am

WHERE: BoatHouse
HOW:

Send your name and email address to Kelley
Spelman Kelley-Spelman@ouhsc.edu. Once she has received the
participant's email addresses, she will set up a course with the American Red Cross.

Next, everyone who signed up will receive an email from Kelley and
the ARC with specific instructions to register and access the online
portion of the course. Allow yourself about 4 hours to do the online
course. The test is done online.
Everyone will need to complete the online course content before the
skills testing portion on Saturday, March 26th at the BoatHouse.

CPR Certification

Navionics
A downloadable navigational app for
your mobile device.
I pay for the premium version but it is great. Saved my cookies on a trip up and down the Texas
ICW in solid fog a few years ago. Also has detailed charts of state lakes.
The app allows a person to plan, plot, and save a route on your cell phone. It turns your device
into a plotting GPS with all of the features of much more expensive GPS plotters.
There is a free trial period that allows you to get acquainted with the app, but the low cost for
the premium service is well worth it. With the premium service you can download updated
navigational charts of the US and Canadian Coast plus the Great Lakes and inland waterways and
lakes.
Before starting any outing on the water, I start the app, put my cell phone in its waterproof
pouch and let it run. When I’m finished I try to remember to press stop and save the route.
I do a lot of sailing on the Gulf Coast of Texas and Florida plus the Great Lakes and lakes in Texas
and Okla. and I have up to date and detailed charts of everywhere I sail.
Watch this short YouTube video for a quick tutorial on the Navionics App.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7rOE07_Rhhg
Pictured is one of our series races.
Phil Trotter

2022 BoatHouse Calendar
March 19

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

4:30pm TSC Board

March 26

Saturday, 9:00am CPR class

April 8

Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class

April 15

Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class

April 16

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

April 22

Friday 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class

April 30

Altus Boren Rental

May 7

2021 Layton Regatta Re-do

May 21

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

Jun 6-8

Kids Sailing Smart Beginner class #1

June 13-15

Kids Sailing Smart Beginner class #2

June 18

OCBC Zest race Tentative

June 18

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

June 20-22

Kids Sailing Smart Beginner class #3

June 25

Saturday, 7:30am-5:00pm OKASA Waterfest tentative

June 27-29

Kids Sailing Better Intermediate class

July 7-8

Thursday-Friday 5-9:00pm Adult Small Boat Sailing class

July 11-12

Monday-Tuesday 5-9:00pm Adult Small Boat Sailing class

July 14-15

Thursday-Friday 5-9:00pm Adult Small Boat Sailing class

July 16

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

4:30pm TSC Board

4:30pm TSC Board

4:30 pm TSC Board

4:30 pm TSC Board

2022 BoatHouse Calendar continued

August20

Saturday, Bridges/Walt Hendrick

August 20

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

August 27

Saturday, 7:30am-5:00pm OKASA Waterfest tentative

September 10

Saturday, Raft-Up

September 16

Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class

September 17

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

September 23

Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class

September 30

Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class

October 9

Sunday, Layton Regatta

October 15

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

4:30 pm TSC Board

4:30 pm TSC Board

4:30 pm TSC Board

November 6

Sunday Hiram Douglas Regatta DLS ends

November 19

Saturday, 6:00pm TSC Annual Business Meeting

December 10

TSC Holiday Party

4:30 pm TSC Board

Recurring Events:
TSC Monthly Meetings 6:00pm every 3rd Saturday of month
OU students and club centerboard sail Saturdays 9:00am
Commodore’s Cup Regatta Wednesdays 6:30pm.
Tri-OKC Swim Wednesdays 6:00 pm.

See our Google Calendar for latest updates:
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=thunderbirdsailingclub%
40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago

2022 Adult Small Boat Class
July 7-8, 11-12, 14-15
5 to 9 PM

•

Learn to sail a centerboard or small keel boat.
Earn US Sailing Small Boat Certification
July 7-9
Thursday & Friday 5-9pm

•

July 11-12 Monday &Tuesday 5-9pm

•

July 14-15 Thursday & Friday 5–9pm
Ages 14 and up. No sailing experience required.
Class is limited to 8 students.
Taught by US Sailing Small Boat Level I Certified Instructor.
For more information contact Mary Anne Secrist at
m.secrist913@gmail.com
405-410-8582.
Tuition $300.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

5 seats remaining

Notes from the Membership Secretary
Reminder to please pay your TSC membership dues. I will also be sending out a reminder email by the middle of March.
Since the pandemic disrupted activities for the last two years, we are now reassessing
what we want to do going forward.
I would like to open a dialogue with all members about our activities. What would you
like to see on the calendar? More socializing? More racing? More sailing? Please let me
know if you have any ideas or wishes. Email me at : haess@hotmail.com
If any of you would like to crew in a race or go sailing just for fun, get in touch with me,
we’re out every week if it’s over 50F and under 20mph wind.
Helga Stephan,
Membership Secretary

Thunderbird Sailing Club
Membership:
Regular Members: $125 per year
Associate Members: $75 per year
Student Members: $25 per year
ThunderbirdSCTreasurer@gmail.com

2022 New Members enrolled in
Keelboat Class:
Craig Heaton
Ondrea Reed
Jonathan Kujawa
Anne Dunn
DanaDrake
Christian Morren
Steve Morren

New USCG Fire Extinguisher Requirements

Taking effect on April 20, 2022 fire extinguishers older than 12 years should be replaced with a newer fire extinguisher. Make sure they are properly pressurized, labeled for Marine use “Marine Type U.S.C.G.” and are of the specific type required for
your vessel length.

