Mainsheet
Thunderbird Sailing Club

MAY, 2022

NORMAN, OKLAHOMA

Shared Boat Program Annual Meeting
and
Blessing of the Fleet
The May TSC Program will be a series of
presentations on the Shared Boat Program. There will be a question-andanswer time and also the Share Boat Program Annual meeting. If you are in the
Shared Boat Program, plan to attend. If
not, come and learn about our Shared
Boat Program and its boats. At this time
there are only two spots left for additional sailors. One of Shamrock, our Oday 24 and one place on the Capri 22. We are planning
to have all three boats on hand for viewing.
The program will also include a blessing of the fleet. In past years, TSC has had a fleet
blessing, especially following the 2010 Tornado, but with the Pandemic we have fallen out
of the habit. So, bring your boat over to the BoatHouse dock or bring something from
your boat you can bring over and take back, to receive the blessing. Hope to see you
there.
Jim Eller, TSC Shared Boat Program Coordinator

From the Fleet Captain:
The Layton Regatta will be here Saturday May 7. Registration is at 8:30, skipper's/crew meeting at 10:00,
and the start at 11:00.
We'll have 5 boats, and 5 short races of about 15 minutes each.
Crews remain with their boat while the 5 skippers rotate to each boat. Boats include Gusto, Vesta, Capricious, Shamrock, and MaryAnne's as yet un-named C22 Mk II. There will be 3 crew on each boat. This is a
fun low-pressure introduction to racing, and your fellow club members. It is always entertaining for each
boat's crew as the new skipper takes command. This event is a modest fundraiser for the JERRY L pontoon
boat's maintenance and expenses. Skippers pay $25 and crew $15. There will be breakfast snacks and some
sandwiches for lunch.
Our valiant skippers are Gary Miller, Gus Gonzalez, Helga Stephan, Keith Campbell, and Michael Jablonski.
Awards go to the winning skipper and the winning crew.
OPENINGS available! We need 1 person to be an alternate skipper or fill in as crew, and 5 more crew. We
need several more people on the party barge, I mean Race Committee boat, and a few more helpers on the
mark boats. The races will be close to the BoatHouse, so please come out and watch. I will be emailing further instructions to everyone who is signed-up so far. Pray for lighter winds than we have had recently - we
may have to cancel or postpone at the last moment, but please keep your day open.

BTW, 8 or 9 fine folks just spent a combined 30 hours cleaning the pontoon boat and rebuilding the bunks
on the trailer.
Contact Paul 405-250-2093, par2058@yahoo.com to sign up, or if you have questions

BOATHOUSE VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
Greetings,
I am trying to keep better records of our volunteer hours at the boathouse this year. We report our hours annually to the Bureau
of Reclamation. I will take care of the main events at the BH but, I can’t track all your individual hours that you volunteer so,
when you work at the BH send me a text with your time and I will enter it in the spreadsheet. You can send it once a month or
weekly; whenever you remember to send it is fine. The Boathouse work day is a good example. More than 70 hours of volunteer
time was given to that event. Some of that time was started the day before and carried over to the day after. If I hadn’t been
there to see all the peripheral work of the actual work day, I would have missed 15 volunteer hours. I will say again; the Boathouse and all the programs associated with it would not exist without volunteers. Thank you.
Volunteer Orientation is Saturday, May 14 from 9 to noon. All
the boats will be de-winterized, each type of boat will be
rigged, there will be tractor practice and a review of the
SafeSport practices when working with youth. If your plan to
volunteer this summer it is important that you attend this ori-

Volunteer Orientation is Saturday, May 14 from 9 to noon.

entation.

All the boats will be de-winterized, each type of boat will be rigged, there
will be tractor practice and a review of the SafeSport practices when
working with youth. If your plan to volunteer this summer it is important
that you attend this orientation

The 14 ft Skiff has been re-powered with a 25 hp 4stroke Yamaha motor. This is a huge improvement. It is
now fast enough to keep up with the Lasers surfing on a
run and it is perfect for working in close quarters during
instruction.
Fair Winds,
Jerry Lojka,

AHOY Thunderbird Sailors and Supporters
Things are really picking up up at the boat house. Weekly racing has started. The Layton regatta is coming up, kids classes are starting soon, and
adult classes are going well. We have volunteer orientation day coming
up in May. The triathlon club of Oklahoma City is having a newbie open
water swim clinic at the boat house coming up Sunday, May 15th if you're
interested. Come on out at see what's happening!

Commodore David Gray

MONTHLY MEETING MAY 21
SHARE BOAT ANNUAL MEETING
BLESSING OF THE FLEET
6:00 Gather for Spring Pot Luck
6:30 Program

WEDNESDAY NIGHT RACES
Wednesday Races, with the start at 6:30 pm, will be held as weather permits. We will follow at least the
spirit of the Commodore's Cup Deed of Gift, assigning a number of races as "official" and counting towards the score. Everyone needs to take a turn on the Committee boat - if you are unsure about racing
it is a great way to learn. Skippers or boats may drop 2 races.
If you are not on the Thunderbird Sailing Race Group Me app and want last minute alerts about the races, contact me.
Our 1st race, last Wednesday, April 20 was well attended with all shared boats present, plus Matt Mayberry's Tipsy with Helga Stephan crew, Keith and Melissa Campbell's Pegasus, and Phil Moershel’s
Dreadnaught with crew Alva and Sarah. We put out the pontoon boat and set a windward/ leeward
course close to the marina. Thank you Altus Boren and keelboat student Ondrea Reed for much needed
help on the RC boat. Of course the wind did not moderate as forecasted and instead shifted north 90
degrees at 18-23 mph. This put everyone on 2 reaching legs with a challenging port-rounding gybe at the
previously windward mark, not to mention the twice-postponed start, a discharged automatic horn, and
problems with yours truly’s arithmetic ... resulting in a surprise 4 minute countdown. Oh boy. Thank you
for your patience. This was therefore an unofficial race, i.e., practice for the Fleet Captain. But wow - the
boats looked fantastic; the race was fast, tightly packed, and close. 1st place went to Capricious with Jim
Waller and Walt Hedrick (prize: cheap Spumante), 2nd place went to Shamrock with Gus Gonzalez and
Mary Anne Secrist (prize: 2 beers), and 3rd to Pegasus with Keith and Melissa (prize: 3 root beers).
I am looking forward to this season. Phil has dibs on the RC boat next week and could use some crew on
board.
Paul

Youth classes are now open for registration!
THUNDERBIRD SAILING SCHOOL
At Thunderbird Sailing Club, Norman, Oklahoma

Sailing Classes
Ages 9-13
Session 1: June 6, 7 & 8
Session 2: June 13, 14 & 15
Session 3: June 20, 21 & 22
Three-day classes will teach beginning sailors in RS Tera and
RS Zest sailboats. No previous
sailing or boating experience required. Students learn to safely
rig, launch, and sail small boats,
while improving their selfconfidence, coordination, and
teamwork.
Classes are 9:00AM–3:00 PM,
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday. Thursday and Friday of the
week are makeup days for inclement weather.
Classes limited to eight students.
Graduates will be eligible for additional Saturday morning sailing days as weather permits.
US Sailing certified instructors
follow nationally recognized standards.
Youth Class Tuition: $250. Scholarships are available for these classes!
For more information or to register for these classes go to: https://
www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/learn-to-sail/
Contact: Phil at 405 447 4974 or thunderbirdsailingclub@gmail.com

Youth classes are now open for registration!
THUNDERBIRD SAILING SCHOOL
At Thunderbird Sailing Club, Norman, Oklahoma

"Sailing Better” Intermediate Class
June 28, 29 and 30
Ages 9-14. Second- and third-year
sailors build on the knowledge and
skills learned in basic sailing. Students will learn racing fundamentals
and sailing to a destination. Boats
may include Lasers, RS Tera, RS
Zest, the American and Harbor 14
sloops. Kids bring their own PFD,
lunch, and drinks.
Classes are 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday. Thursday
and Friday of the week are makeup
days for inclement weather
Graduates will be eligible for additional Saturday morning sailing days as
weather permits.
U.S. Sailing certified instructors follow
nationally recognized standards.
Youth Class Tuition: $250. Scholarships are available for these classes!
For more information or to register for these classes
go to: https://www.thunderbirdsailingclub.org/learn-to-sail/

2022 SPRING KEEL BOAT CLASS
Left to right: Phil Moershel, Steve Morren, Christian Morren, Mary Anne Secrist, Ann Dunn,
Jonathan Kujawa, Keith Campbell, Ondrea Reed, Craig Cuff, Paul Reynolds, Kim Heaton, Craig
Heaton, Dana Drake, Jerry Lojka.

BoatHouse Spring Clean Party
Saturday, April 2nd

From your Treasurer and Membership Secretary, Fredrica Cottrell

2022 New Members:
Steven & Christian Morren
Craig & Kimberly Heaton
Dana Drake
Ondrea Reed
Brian and Angela Risch
Dusan Zrnic
Anne Gettys
Ken Brown, Jr.

2022 TSC membership:
Membership renewals for 2022 were sent at the end of November and second notices to those who have not renewed were sent before the March meeting. Remember the membership year is January 1 through December
31. The club is active again with ongoing monthly meeting although we are following CDC Covid guidance.
This year Helga Stephan will be assisting me by taking over the membership duties. She has created a new email account for the treasurer ThunderbirdSCTreasurer@gmail.com. We can both access this account, but you can always
use facottrell@att.net. Helga will be sending a membership card to those members that have already renewed and
subsequent renewals. You can submit your membership dues by check, PayPal or cash. Whenever you see either of
us feel free to hand us a check or cash.
If you wish to join the sailing club or have friends interested in the club, the membership form can be found on our
website, or I will email a copy to you.
If you have misplaced of forgotten to renew your membership just renew using PayPal or send me a check. Any
changes to your information can be e-mailed directly to Helga through the new treasurers e-mail account above.
Fredrica Cottrell
3704 Ives Way
Norman, OK 73072
(405) 760-2894
Thunderbird Sailing Club Membership:
Regular Members:

$125 per year

Associate Members:

$75 per year

Student Members:

$25 per year

Notes from the Membership Secretary

Anyone who is interested in racing, crewing, or just plain sailing is invited to sign up for our GroupMe chat. Race details and any calls for crew
or fellow sailors get posted there. Let me know if you would like to be
on the list.
Two of the three shared boats are full, which speaks to the popularity of
the program, but we have a couple of spots left on the Capri 22. It’s a
great boat and I think we might fill those spots this year. If you’re interested, please get in touch.

Also, last year’s club membership officially ended on March 31, so
please sign back up if you haven’t already done so. We started the
Wednesday evening races for the Commodore’s Cup, there’s the Layton
regatta on May 7, and we have a few fun meetings lined up for the next
months. Come join us!
Greetings,
Helga Stephan
haess@hotmail.com
Membership Secretary
Birthdays in May
Bill

Brackett

Cleo

Haines

4-May
13-May

Pamela Bradford

14-May

Neal

15-May

Schuster

Kathy Anderson

22-May

Michael Ozmun

28-May

Jerry Lojka

29-May

2022 TSC Officers
Commodore
David Gray (405) 447-7946
swimcoach@cox.net
Vice Commodore
Michael Jablonski (405) 203-6503
michael.jablonski@gmail.com
Rear Commodore
Rick & Kelley Spelman
(405) 409-9594
kelly.spelman@gmail.com
Fleet Captain
Paul Reynolds (405) 250-2093
par2058@yahoo.com
Secretary
Hadley Jerman (405) 706-6027
hjerman@ou.edu
Treasurer
Fredrica Cottrell (405) 364-9902
facottrell@att.net
Mainsheet Editor
Mary Anne Secrist (405) 410-8582
m.secrist913@gmail.com
BoatHouse Manager
Jerry Lojka (405) 620-4498
jerrylojka@gmail.com
Past Commodore
Les Long (806) 773-3212
leslong3369@gmail.com

Jim Eller and Jim Waller and the St. Stephens Mens group clean
Jerry L pontoon boat. Below, Paul Reynolds replaces BoatHouse
porch trim. New on right.

2022 BoatHouse Calendar
May 4

Wednesday, 6:30 pm Commodore Cup weekly

May 7

Saturday, 8:30 am 2021 Layton Regatta Re-do

May 14

Saturday, 9 am Volunteer Orientation

May 21

Saturday, 9 am Centerboard sailing weekly

May 21

Saturday, 6:00 pm Monthly TSC Meeting

Jun 6-8

Kids Sailing Smart Beginner class #1

June 13-15

Kids Sailing Smart Beginner class #2

June 18

OCBC Zest race Tentative

June 18

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

June 20-22

Kids Sailing Smart Beginner class #3

5:00 pm TSC Board

5:00 pm TSC Board

June 25

Saturday, 7:30am-5:00pm OKASA Waterfest tentative

June 27-29

Kids Sailing Better Intermediate class

July 7-8

Thursday-Friday 5-9:00pm Adult Small Boat Sailing class

July 11-12

Monday-Tuesday 5-9:00pm Adult Small Boat Sailing class

July 14-15

Thursday-Friday 5-9:00pm Adult Small Boat Sailing class

July 16

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

August20

Saturday, Bridges/Walt Hendrick

August 20

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

August 27

Saturday, 7:30am-5:00pm OKASA Waterfest tentative

5:00 pm TSC Board

5:00 pm TSC Board

2022 BoatHouse Calendar continued

September 10

Saturday, Raft-Up

September 16

Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class

September 17

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

September 23

Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class

September 30

Friday, 6:00pm Basic Keelboat Class

October 9

Sunday, Layton Regatta

October 15

Saturday, 6:00pm Monthly TSC Meeting

November 6

Sunday Hiram Douglas Regatta DLS ends

November 19

Saturday, 6:00pm TSC Annual Business Meeting

December 10

TSC Holiday Party

5:00 pm TSC Board

5:00 pm TSC Board

5:00 pm TSC Board

Recurring Events:

TSC Monthly Meetings 6:00pm every 3rd Saturday of month
OU students and club centerboard sail Saturdays 9:00am
Commodore’s Cup Regatta Wednesdays 6:30pm.
Tri-OKC Swim Wednesdays 6:00 pm.

See our Google Calendar for latest updates:
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=thunderbirdsailingclub%
40gmail.com&ctz=America%2FChicago

